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During the last 149 years
various authors have written the
biography of Shri Sadguru Manik
Prabhu Maharaj in various
languages. Shri Ramchandra Buva Nasikkar
was thefirsttowrite such abiography in Marathi
and it was published in 1893. Later, Shri Ganesh
Shivram Tole wrote a biography of Shri Prabhu
which was published in 1899. Shri Babasaheb
Maharaj (Elder son of Shri Martand Manik
Prabhu Maharaj) specially invited Shri Ganesh
Raghunath Kulkarni to write an authentic
biography of Shri Prabhu. The first authentic
biography of Shri Prabhu was thus published
by the Samsthan in 1936.

Shri Yadneshwar Dixit and Shri Samb
Shastri wrote Shri Prabhu’s biographies in
Sanskrit in verse form: The former’s Manik
Prabhakar and the latter’s Manikya Vijaya are
still popular amongst Sanskrit readers.
Abridged translated versions of Shri
Kulkarni’s Marathi book were brought out by



the Samsthan in Telugu, Kannada, Hindj,
Gujarati and Urdu. Shri Raghavdas
Ramname’s Shri Manik Charitamrutin Marathi
Ovi (verse) form is a lucid narration of Shri
Prabhu’s life and is specially useful for the
devotees who wish to do Parayana.Iamhappy
to learn that Prof. D.P. Nandurbarkar has
recently written and published a biography
of Shri Prabhu in English based on Shri
Kulkarni’s Marathi Charitra.

However, for all these yearsI had cherished
a dream of bringing out a biography of Shri
Prabhu in English, based on the philosophy in
which he believed and which he preached and
practised. I wanted the book to be written in
such a manner that it could make enlightened
and interesting reading to even a stranger who
had not heard the name of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj. This had become even more necessary
in the light of foreigners visiting Maniknagar
for Shri Prabhu Darshan I had discussed this
idea with Late ShriB. Y. Nerurkar and hehad in
fact started the work. Unfortunately he could
not fulfill the mission in his life time.



Way back in 1984, when I was on a two
months long tour of Bombay, I happened to
meetShriNagesh D.Sonde whoisakeenstudent
of Indian philosophy. When I discussed my
idea of bringing out a book on Shri Prabhu in
English, he readily accepted the challenge and
promised to do his best.

I am extremely happy that Shri Prabhu, the
wish fulfilling tree of the devotees has fulfilled
my wish of bringing out His biography in
English.

Shri Sonde has given due importance to
the philosophical aspect of Shri Prabhu’s life
and that was what I wanted. Bhakti and [nana
are the two seemingly different ways of
attaining the same Goal but there has been a
great philosophical dispute amongst the
learned over the supremacy of one over the
other Shri Shankaracharya, emphasising the
importance of Jnana declares that Knowledge
is the sole means of attaining Moksha. (sg= g
Fae¥) The advocates of Bhakti on the other
hand, quote Narada who says - “Bhakti is
7greater than Karma, Jnana and Yoga”.



(w1 g wmmanrswEtigad) (Narada Bhakti Sutra
25). They also quote Shri Shankaracharya who
says - “amongst the means of attaining Moksha,
Bhakti is supreme”. (Higenys arwgi wiwia Taw)
(Viveka Chudamani 1-32). However, for one
who has grasped the essence of Indian
Philosophy these contradictory statements do
not create a confusion as he has rightly
understood that Jnana and Bhakti are not
contradictory but are complementary to each
other. Shri Martand Manik Prabhu has clearly
pronounced this fact in Mahamouna Shataka,
wherein he says: “One has to enter the temple
of spiritual perfection through the door of Jnana,
only then can one attain the state of spiritual
bliss...... and at the same time itis also true that
the blissful company of Shri Prabhu can not be
attained without Bhakti. (ug1 aravan 5= g 3R @12 |
HEIER Siaifedr ag #e | ... R T B 9" 97 fram |
fammate &1 3wy oW &= )

Shri Sonde has been able to bring about a
perfect synthesis of Jnana and Bhakti in this book
for which he deserves all appreciation and Shri
Prabhu’s divine blessings.



I am sure this book will be of immense use
to all those who are in search of the SELF and
may Shri Prabhubestow upon them His choicest
blessings.

(5\\%/({
%/
Mahashivaratri
February 27, 1995



PREFACE

Thisbook, which came tobe written with the
blessings of Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu
Maharaj, does not owe its completion to the
personal experiences or the capabilities of the
writer. The book is entirely due to the Grace
extended towards him by the Guru and for that
reason the writer had suggested that his name
should not be mentioned as the author of the
book. It has been his experience, during the
course of writing of the book, that entire
passages written with much effort came to be
completely wiped off from the computer and
had to be written again.

Shreeji has mentioned in his Ashirvachan
thathe “had cherished a dream of bringing out
abiography of Shri Prabhu in English based on
the philosophy in which he believed and which
he preached and practised......... Iam extremely
happy that Shri Prabhu, the wish fulfilling tree
of the devotees, has fulfilled my wish of
bringing out His biography in English. Shri
Sonde has given more importance to the



philosophical aspect or Shri Prabhu’s life and
THAT WAS WHAT I WANTED.”

This could be the reason why many
passages used to get wiped off and the writer
had to rewrite the entire passages again and
again. The passages as they are now found,
therefore, have the stamp of his approval and
acceptance. It is for that reason that the writer
had suggested that his name should not be
mentioned as the author of the book. It was his
experience while writing the book, that the
words were not coming of his own volition but
were springing from an inspiration which was
more powerful than the writer was capable of
mustering.

If despite all these reasons, Shreeji desires
that the writer’s name should be mentioned as
the author of this book, then it certainly is due
to his compassionate Grace on the writer, for
which he and his family are extremely grateful
beyond human words.

In our mundane life, if there is anything that
makes living interesting, important and fruitful,



then it is the Grace of the Guru, who is the very
embodiment of the Lord in human form.

I am intensely aware of the Grace that has
been bestowed upon me and I only hope and
pray that this Grace will ever flow towards me,
whether I deserve it or not.

February 1, 1995 Neagedd. D. Sonde
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01. Introduction

he Truths which areenshrined inthe

Vedic Hymns are Perennial in
substance and Universal in application. They
are therefore, referred to as Sanatana, Nitya
and Apaurusheya. The Vedas donot propound
any particular thought or seek to establish
any particular system of philosophy. They do
not owe their origin to any one particular
person, prophet or preacher. They are the
product of supra-sensory perception of the
Seers who, it is said, have ‘seen” the hymns.

The Vedas are Wisdom, eternal and all-
comprehensive. They are available for all,
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irrespective of whether one is faithful or an
agnostic. The’Seers’ saw the Satya (that which
ever IS), the Rta (the Cosmic Order), the
Dharma (the Perennial Principles) in their
pristine pure vision and what they saw, they
experienced and what they experienced they
stored in their hearts and expressed through
mental concepts. Their expressions are,
therefore, eternal and universal because what
they expressed was not conditioned by Time,
Space or Place. Since their intention was (to)
‘Let noble thoughts come to us from every
side’ (e =t wgm: waat a=q fa=a:) (Rig Ved.1.89.1),
their hearts and minds were ever receptive to
theresonance of the Eternal Sound, AUM (3%)
the Primal Source of all Wisdom. Therefore,
the Vedas were called the breath of Brahman,
the Wisdom itself, the Brahman.

Seer Atri was one such ‘Seers” who had
‘seen’ and experienced the Brahman, the eternal
Wisdom. The Vedas contain many of the hymns
seen by him and the members of his family. To
him wasborn a son, the product of the Grace or
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the Divine Will, which was the manifestation of
all three Primal Energies of Brahma, Vishnu and
Maheshvar. Legend says that since he was
ordained with the three energies, he was
endowed with the concentrated wisdom of the
three God-heads, or symbolically three heads.
Hence he came to be called ‘Dattatreya’. In the
Vedas, we do not find any hymns which are
attributed tohim, butthenhe had not descended
on this earth to recounthis personal experiences
but to establish Satya-Rta-Dharma, in all its
entirety, which had lost their potency with the
flux of time.

In Brahma Purana (213.106-112), it is
declared that his descent is for the purpose of
establishing the Vedic values, which had lost
their purity due to the passage of time.

“The Compassionate Shri Dattatreya,
who was the descent of Shri Vishnu, the in-
dweller of all creatures, resurrected the Vedas,
the rituals and the sacrifices and provided
proper place to the fourfold order, when the
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Vedas, the rituals and sacrifices were losing
their hold, when righteousness was on the
wane and unrighteousness was gaining
strength, when Truth was declining and
untruth was gaining, when human beings
were suffering and dharmic values were
hampered”.

(VT AT Toreuit: TTg Tl AETee: | ST 3f e
VT URAT A: || OF ARY AqY UGRATY e 9 | =qavd =
Gehot g farforerat it || erfa aifa =nad e TRsTa e |
TSI RARIATOI & =Tgera 3Tt || S |isRaT: Ja1 Jemiar
f& 9 | SqdvIEERI Fd A9 AEeRT | 1)

As time passed, Dattatreya was seen
as a great sage, a Yogi, a Jeevanmukta, a
Paramahamsa. In the triple combination of
Satya-Rta-Dharma, he saw the inalienable
equipoise, Samatvam and equanimity,
Samanvaya. All distinctions and distractions
that arose in human enterprise were seen
entirely due to A-Jnana, the non-awareness of
the human being of his true identity with
Blissful Brahman.
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The concept of Avatar, the descent of the
Divine, does not accept any contradiction.
While it is not denied that the entire creation
is due to and at the instance of the Supreme
Brahman, emergence of some distinctive
energy and specific form, in intensity only
proves the need, the occasion and the time. In
fact the descent of the Divine in human form
isto create conditions for the human toascend
tohisDivine essence. Everything thathappens
is but the expression of the Divine Will and
the descent of the Divine Energy and the
ascent of the Human aspiration are mutually
complementary.

ShriKrishnahasmadeitabundantly clear
in Bhagavad Gita (IV.7-8), that “Whenever
there is decline in righteousness and rise in
unrighteousness, O Bharata, thenIsend forth
Myself. For the protection of the good and the
destruction of the evil and the establishment
of righteousness, I come into being from age
toage”. (Fgragt f& e safaviafa Wi | ensgeammeEe
AETHT JYORIEH || Ui gt fommemar =¥ gopa™ |
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e wewEr it ). He has also given
an indication of the time when he decides to
come, the time when Vishaya-Vasana,
allurement to the objects of the senses
overshadows ‘Nitya-Anitya Viveka’,
discrimination of the eternal and non-eternal.
In such event, we should seek to find the
redeeming featurein the essence and presence
of Divine potency. “Whatsoever being there
is endowed with glory and grace and vigour,
know that to have sprung from a fragment of
My splendour” (w=fgyfaseaw sfiwgfiiaaa =)
TaqaEsw™ w9 aeisweswead 1) (Bhagavd Gita
X.41).

When we see in this context, the life and
the message of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj,
we see many similarities between his life and
the life of Shri Dattatreya. In fact it would not
be incorrect to say that Lord Dattatreya
himself, out of compassion took descent in
the form of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj. If we
consider the time of Shri Prabhu’s birth we
realise that religious hatred, social inequality
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and a total cultural chaos was the order of the
day. The seekers of true knowledge werein a
confused state of mind and ran from pillar to
post in search of spiritual solace.

The purpose of having a Guru or
surrendering to him, is not to be possessed
with a crutch on which we can lean, but to
have guidance and grace for traversing the
Path of Truth, which embraces Universal
Essence, SAKALAMATA.Only when we have
the Shraddha, the receptivity, towards our Guru
and His Message, we can hope to live the life
of Samatvam or Samanvaya, whichis the purpose
for which Shri Dattatreya took descent in the
form Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj.

Therefore, as Shri Krishnarecommended,
weshould approach the wise Teacher. “Learn
THAT (Eternal Truth, the Brahman) by
humble reverence, by inquiry and by service.
The men of wisdom who have seen the Truth
willinstruct youin that wisdom” (afgfg wftraras
ufEed WA | SUdEAtd A FW aeedEa e 1)

INTRODUCTION % 7



(Bhagavad GitalV.34). We shall thusapproach
Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj, the descent of
Shri Dattatreya, to understand and to be
initiated in the Sakalmata Sampradaya, which
indeed is the need of this age.

6&@&@%&/@

8 % SHRI MANIK PRABHU : HIS LIFE AND MISSION



02. Birth and early life

town of Kalyan, in the erstwhile state

of Hyderabad, a child was born to a
pious couple, Shri Manohar Naik and Smt.
Bayadevi. They had in all three sons and one
daughter. Amongst the sons, the middle one
was the one who was to make history in time
to come. He was named Manik.

In a village called Ladwanti, near the

The child was born on 22nd December,
1817, when the whole town was busy
celebrating the birthday of Shri Dattatreya.
There was nothing notable in this event and
the child grew like any other child in that
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area. As he grew, one and all were attracted
to the child, who was fondled not only by
his parents but also by his neighbours. His
pranks were endearing to everyone. He
started collecting a group of his friends and
roaming the hills and dales in the vicinity of
the town. He was, as it were, a child of
nature, more close to the trees, the breeze,
the birds and the flowers.

In the course of play he would
occasionally, casually disclose his divinity.
Once, when one of his playmates, Govinda,
failed to turn up for play for a couple of days,
Manik went to his house to enquire after him.
Arriving there he heard the sound of wailing
from within the house. He was informed that
Govindahad passed away after suffering from
fever for a few days. Manik told Govinda’s
mother to stop grieving as her son was alive.
Sure enough, when Govinda’s mother called
out to him to go out and play with Manik, he
arose as if out of a deep slumber. All present
wereoverjoyed and amazed at thisoccurrence.
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This and such other occurrences caused his
fame to spread far and wide.

On another occasion, one Bheemabai, a
childless woman, the wife of Apparao Arab, a
General in the army of the Nizam of
Hyderabad, was travelling to visithim to seek
his blessings for progeny. On her way she
noticed some boys beating up one boy and
asked her escort to rescue him. The boy who
was being beaten up asked for only eight
cowries (shells) that he owed the other boys
whereby he could get himself released from
the other boys. Knowing through divine
insight that Bheemabai sought children he
promised eight sons for eight cowries. Hearing
this, Bheemabai gave him the eight cowries.
Thus released, the boy said, “You are given
eight sons. You may go!”

When Bheemabai and her entourage
reached Manik’shome they discovered that
Manik was missing from home for some
days. She decided not to have any food
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until she saw him and waited for his arrival
for three days without food and water.
Finally, pitying her, Manik returned home.
When Bheemabai saw him, who should he
be but the boy whom she had rescued on
her way here. Manik said, “I have already
given you what you seek. Go in peace!”
Satisfied Bheemabaileft for Hyderabad and
in the years to come, she was blessed with
eight sons and remained eternally grateful
to Manik to the end of her life.

On the whole however, Manik behaved
in such a carefree manner that the members of
his family were concerned. It was, therefore,
decided that at the age of seven his thread
ceremony should be performed, so that a
sense of responsibility may dawn on this
wayward child, who, it appeared, preferred
to roam rather than sit and read. When the
sacred thread was being bestowed on him
and the sacred Gayatrihymnwasbeing recited
in his ears, as was the custom, a strange thing
took place. Manik behaved as though all this
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was superfluous for him and he knew all
about Gayatri and the significance of the
eternal sound, AUM. He recited the hymn
unaided, to the great surprise of the assembled
people. Asnone could explain theinexplicable
event, it was said to be a remarkable event
and was left as such. None attached further
notice to this event.

Manik was again free to roam in the
woods. When he was sent to the school, his
attention was to the open sky, the cool breeze,
the rustling leaves and the chirping of the
birds. The books were stale for him and the
lessons boring. The enclosed class room was
suffocating and the teachers were un-
inspiring. He had, in fact, an extraordinary
capacity to absorb what was conveyed to him
butwhatwasbeing conveyed tohimappeared
too little and too stale to capture his
imagination. He liked to seek teachers in the
lap of nature, listen to Nature’s natural
educationrather than theartificial or contrived
lessonsin the classroom. It wasnotsurprising
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therefore, thathe was given to sneaking out of
the class rooms and wandering in the woods.

Itissaid, when Satyakama approached his
teacher’s residence, his face was shining
brilliant. Uponwhich the teacher asked: “Verily,
my dear, you shine like one knowing Brahman.
Who has taught you ?” To this Satyakama
replied, “Others than men” (sarfafea & s s =t
q TSI AR 360 g Ufdes WEcdd §
7 |1) (Chhandogya Upanishad IV.9.2). In like
manner, Shri Dattatreya is said to have twenty
four teachers from nature. “Many are my
preceptors,” he told King Yadu, “selected by
my keen sense, from whom acquiring wisdom
freely, Iwanderintheworld... Theearth, breeze,
sky, water, fire, the moon and the Sun; the dove,
python, sea, moth, honeybee, elephant, honey
gatherer, deer, fish, Pingala the courtesan, sea-
eagle, infant, maiden, forger of arrows, serpent,
spider and bumble bee are the twenty four
preceptors accepted by me. From their

behaviour, I havelearned all thatis tobelearned
in this life for my good” (af # JRal e weat
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Fgegmiar | It qfgueE qeiseriie oyl gl
AREHTRATAISRreaegaT 3o | FUraissR: Ry oo agFg,
T | wger ghon Wi e FAsHE: | AN IR, @
FHUETH: GOUEA || TH W IR qevEdg eertaRTEr | fen
gfafrdum-atafigrss: 11) (Bhagavat Purana -
X1.7.32-35).

In like manner, the formal education
needed for making one fit for normal worldly
life, was obviously not required for Manik. For,
it appeared that he would rather wander
through the woods gathering wisdom right
from Nature than information from the class
room, which would neither enlighten him nor
elevate his Self towards That for which he had
taken this descent. Nature became his class
room and his very Self became his teacher. His
receptivity became keen, intelligence sharp and
thoughts synchronised. He came to be aware of
things for which even normal perception was
denied. And sure enough, he started speaking
like one who was authorised to speak.

Strange are the ways by which the true
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seekers and aspirants are communicated the
nuances of Truth. While the normal person is
busy in collecting information (which he
erroneously considers to be knowledge) and
material possessions, the person graced by the
Lord is seeped with wisdom and extraordinary
powers which are beyond the imagination of
even the most learned human beings. For the
man of wisdom, the realisation does not come
bit by bit but all of a sudden like a flash of
lightning, brilliantand all-illuminating. Assaid
in Kena Upanishad, “Of this Brahman, there is
this teaching: this is, as it were, like lightning
which flashes forth or is like the winking of the
eye” (AU Qe Aqalgeal IAql 3 FlwawHIgr 3
gatagaad |1) (IV.4). The men of wisdom tell us
that when thereis such realisation, thereis, asit
were, a sudden expansion of the mind, a flash
oflightillumining the innermost recesses of the
intellect, an inflow of the Divine Will into the
Individual Will causing vibrancy and joy
ineffable. But few had the eyes to see or the
vision to appreciate the change that was taking
place in the life of Manik. They took his
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wandering in the woods to be lethargy and
non-interest in formal education or to his being
naive. It was, therefore, natural for them to
consider achangein his environmentby way of
sending him to his uncle, who, it was considered,
would put some sense in his mind and make
him a fit person to take the burden of life.

Even here, Manik was neither receptive
to education nor to the admonitions of elders.
While children of his age were busy in play or
in studies, he often would be found lying in
hisbed and absorbed in his own thoughts. But
as far as Manik was concerned, he seemed to
be going through an intense spiritual
transformation and a great aversion to life
around him. As time would show he was
almost ripe for the first step to be taken. The
very first verse of Avadhoota Gita declares
that “It is only with the Grace of God that in
men of wisdom is born the inclination for non-
dual experience which protects them from
great danger” (Avadhoot Gita 1.1)

(FRIEIAYAHGAETE | AEGa AT GO |1).
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Manik seemed to be waiting, for the moment
when thelastleaf attached to the tree of worldly
life would fall. And that moment was not far.

Manik’s uncle sincerely felt that this boy
should grow up likeanormal child and should
be trained and educated to take up the
responsibilities of life. He was deeply
frustrated by the failure of his measures in
sending this boy to school. He then thought
that employment may inculcate a sense of
responsibility in him and thus got him
appointed as a clerk in the octroi check post on
the outskirts of Kalyan town. Manik wasmade
tositthereand to collectduty on goodsentering
the town. However, Manik wasleastinterested
in his job. He would sit there engrossed in
deep thought. He would distribute all the cash
collected over there amongst his friends who
were needy and poor and was thus dismissed
the very next day.

Already frustrated and furious over this
episode, one afternoon Manik’s uncle
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happened to see him resting on the bed, as if
unconcerned with the world around him.
Seeing him lazing thus, his uncle scolded him
and asked him whether he thought himself to
be aking toreceive food and clothing without
working for the same. That was enough. The
words were sosharp for Manik’s keenintellect,
that at that very moment aversion towards
life came over him and the vision of his life’s
mission flashed before him. He gotup without
uttering a word; discarding his clothes he left
home wearing but a loincloth. As he left he
made this prophetic statement:

“Who else be my saviour,

save the compassionate Lord ?
Creator and the Destroyer

as well, my lone Controller.
Through delusion, ‘I AM’,

thus does a person consider.
Who, verily, is the servant

and who, indeed, is the Lord ?
Worthless, verily,

is this distress for one to worry,
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Even in one’s mother’s womb,
He alone was the Witness.
Thus, verily, does Manik speak.”

(wefert wor ForrET et |14, 1|

Hat gal al Fxetar | # e s= et ||
FHIUT FOTTET AR ATAE | it wrwor et ||
HTTUTH ¥ ATA=AT I&< | AT &0 Fedt ||)

From then onwards, his journey on the
Pathless Path was within the folds of Mother
Nature. As he breathed in the fresh,
unconditioned atmosphere, a new wave of
awareness came over him, spreading before
him the universality of the Divine presence in
every thing he saw, touched or heard. One by
one the mysteries, long concealed, came to be
revealed to him. “Sarvam Khalvidam Brahma”
(werafeaesat) “nehananastikinchana” (SemaTeatae |)
“Verily, that Imperishable, O Gargi, is unseen
butis the seer, is unheard butis the hearer, un-
thoughtbut is the thinker, unknown but is the
knower. There is no other seer but this, there
is no other knower but this. By this
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Imperishable, O Gargi, is space woven like
warp and woof” (g1 Taeer TFgE gEassHd Heatfereid
fogg  wEAista gy TeEaistea g TeEdsta g
AIEAISE foeTeiate TeasR T sawamaeid ||)
(Brihad Aranyak Upanishad. I11.8.11).

What does all this mean ? When one
speaks of the tree, one also assumes it to be
each leaf, each flower, each fruit as well as
the trunk, the branches and the unseen roots.
However, when one speaks of the Lord, one
rarely assumes the Earth (with its minutest
molecules), the water, the air, the fire, the
space to be nothing but the Lord. This
apparent division between the Lord and his
creationis no division at all. This divisionis
only unreal, for there canbeno demarcation.
Nor is any separation possible. As Shri
Krishna puts it, “He (the Lord) stands
undivided in beings and yet as if divided.
He is to be known as the Creator, the
Supporter and Devourer as well” (sfaws =
vy fawwfia = feras | yaud = aead afasey wwfasoy
=11) (Bhagavad Gita XIII.17).
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This made Manik a completely changed
person. Shri Krishna’s assurance seemed to
echo in every action of his. “He who sees Me
everywhere and sees all in Me, I am not lost to
him nor is he lost to Me” (it #i uwafe @z @ = #fa
wvafd | aTE | yorwenty | = # 7 yorafa |1) (Bhagavad
Gita VI.30). Consequently within himself and
without himself, in nature, in creatures, in
trees and streams, hills and dales, in the wise
as well as in the foolish, in the saint as well as
in the sinner, in those who love and in those
whohate, he saw only the same Divine essence,
the Brahman. The entire world experience
was spiritualised and became self-experience.
His love and compassion for all beings from
the creatures to the creepers became all-
embracing, for he had seen the face of the Lord
unveiled to him with allits mysterious secrets.

He could notbear to see any of the Lord’s
creaturesbeingill-treated. Once, he saw aboy
riding a pregnant buffalo and goading her to
run faster and faster. Hereprimanded theboy
and bade him to dismount. Ignoring Manik’s
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remonstration the boy continued his torture
of the buffalo. Manik once more cautioned
him and warned him that if he failed to
dismount immediately, he may find himself
stuck to the buffalo. When the boy failed to
dismount, suddenly the buffalo commenced
galloping and then he could not dismount as
he found his hands stuck to the back of the
buffalo. Fearing for his life, he pleaded to
Manik to release him and promised not to
misbehave with any animal ever again. Then,
Manik approached the buffalo and requested
her to release the boy and immediately the
boy was able to dismount.

Seeing the Supreme Self mirrored in all
beings as well as his individual Self , the
advaita-bhavana, the non-dual inalienable
experience gave way to exhilaration. He and
his Preceptor, as also he and his Maker all
appeared but as one, indistinct from one
another, as Bimba and Pratibimba. Like the
Cuckoo who experiences the first showers of
rain, he sang with gay abandon:
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“Compassionate is Datta,
my own Divine Preceptor,
Controller of inner core,
maintainer of triple shore
Converting my mundane life
to be entirely pure.
Indivisible, Inviolable,
In-dweller of the Universe,
Verily, as Consciousness,
He abides in the Universe.
Bestowing unsurpassed,
illumined splendour,

Has taken humble Manik
to meet his mentor.”

(5ft TR WP g @ X 1Y |

=R AT B T | Fehat i ¥ |
IRGUE IFTHR ATH ORTeR | wad faga Y|
TIfors T fresfaa e | 3sf s X))
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03. In jungles,

hills and woods

ajnavalkya explains in Brihad
YAranyak Upanishad (II1.5.1) that

it is the Self that transcends

hunger and thirst, sorrow and delusion, old
age and death. The knowers of Brahman
having known this Self, having overcome the
desire for sons, the desire for wealth, the
desire for worlds, live the life of mendicants.
(Because) that which is the desire for sons is
the desire for wealth, the desire for wealth is
the desire for the worlds. Therefore, let the
knower of Brahman, after he has done with
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learning, desire to live like a child. When he
has done with the state of childhood and with
learning, then he becomes a silent mediator.
Having done with both the non-meditative
and meditative states, then he becomes the
knower of Brahman.

(FIHT AT Felfvadl TSTFETUA 3k
Hig W gegwedfa || T & qwren fafeean smamom:
RERMIRIEEICELHIRIE R R IR I RIRIE R IR
=R || =0 Fa gawon @ famwon w famdwon @
AU Bd THU UF Wa: || aATgeEn uTfused
ffda arm fasrq | st = urfvse = fafdena
Hferet= = | fafeeny sraron | SrEn & 9 @EE
TG TATAISIGTd ddl & Shalel. HidTasd SuRH ||)

These appear to be the graphic stages
through which Shri Manik was passing.
Perceiving the manifestation of the Brahman
in the expansive Nature, living in the lap of
Nature, being instructed by the forces of
Nature, he became one with Nature, one with
manifestation, one with the Lord, of whom he
himself was a part and parcel.
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In his discourse with Prahlad, Shri
Dattatreya has described the life of one who
has realised the Brahman. “The very best
among our Teachers in this world are the bees
and pythons. Following theirexample wehave
acquired non-attachment and contentment.
Strangers may rob the honey which was
collected with great effortand pain by the bees
yet the bees do not despair. Seeing that, I
cultivated from the bees aversion towards all
objects. Like the python I remain effortless
and contented in mind with whatever I get. If
I do not get anything, I lie for many days
depending uponmy own strength. Some times
I eat plenty and sometimesbut little, no matter
whether itis delicious or tasteless. Some times
I partake rich food, some other time I gulp
even worthless things. Sometimes I eat food
given with respect and sometimes given
withoutany honour. Enjoying whatis ordained
by destiny and contented in mind, I put on silk
or linen, deer skin or rags, bark of the trees or
whatever is available at that time. Some times
I lie on the ground, sometimes on straw, on
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leaves, on stones or in ashes. Some times I
sleep on soft quilt at the desire of others or on
a bed inside a palace. I bathe besmeared with
sandal paste, finely dressed, wearing garlands
and bedecked in jewels. I drive in chariots, or
ride on a horse or on an elephant, while on
other occasions I wander stark naked like an
evil spirit. I neither revile nor eulogies men of
varied natures or having predominance of
one or the other of the Gunas. I have told you
about my conduct, even though it may appear
to you as being against the canons of the
Vedas...” (Bhagavat Purana VII.13)

(YFRAGTAUT Al ST &1 | SR aRars
T T AfeserEn 9o || formn wEww: fafadt &
AT | FogE AYAg foxd gearawat wvedfad ||
g URJETHT Tgosiu_diged | A J=sd ager
AEIfERa TaaT | | Hiuged SR HeusH w@igwrg
1| HIAGUR IO IR Had || SrgaraTEd
HIYU FETaAFATTTH | oot Yerears HfeHfTag faan
T Ugwedl || &itH RO WR dohodd o |
TS FEITH feuF queived || fivesd sy
YOOTTHHEAY | Fferd TG h HiRTat o1 TS ||

~N
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FAEATAISTATNT. FATHT FAAHA: | AT
wiy foaren wgag fawt || 7€ /g 7 = i
FAHTA TS ST | o 1T AT Screhierdl AETe T ||
oot gt A FATIyH | w1 SR gealt
AT SRIeT | | SATCAT e e AT gt Heagd . |
qat fg fodq Syensswi e || @
Hcel o AT ST | UG AR o fg
WU ||)

This extensive quotation reminds one of
the strange behaviour patterns Shri Manik
exhibited throughout these years of his
adolescence. If, therefore, people considered
him to be an Avatar (incarnation) of Shri
Dattatreya, then the future events, as they
unfolded, seemed to justify such conclusion.

Even though the family members
accepted the strangebehaviour of Shri Manik,
it nonetheless created anxiety in their minds,
especially when he would wander from place
to place without notice. He would come and
go like the breeze. He was like “Aniketa’, one
without any settled place of residence.

IN JUNGLES, HILLS AND WOODS % 29



Becoming unattached with everything that
was not of Brahman, he lived in the ever-
blissful state, delivered, as it were, from the
bondage oflife. Hehad become a Jeevanmukta.
From that time onward, Shri Manik who was
considered a prankster, an irresponsible
adolescent boy, was looked at with due
respect. An aura enveloped his personality.
He seemed to be more and more like the one
in whom awareness had illumined the
Brahman like the Sun in the firmament.

He preferred to stay in solitude and alone
concentrating on the Supreme Self. He went to
nearby places such as Manthal and especially
to Ambilkunda or Amritkunda. Here nature
wasluxuriously abundant and along with peace
the Grace of the Lord also descended on him.
He stayed there in rapture for days on end.

Once a devotee who had come to the
Shiva Temple at Ambilkunda, saw this young
Sanyasi with his face shining brilliant as the
noon Sun. He was curious to know the
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particulars of this Sanyasi. Since he did not get
any response from Shri Manik Prabhu himself,
he tried to follow him to see where he lived.
With the intention of dissuading him from
unnecessary curiosity, ShriPrabhu hid himself
inanearby bush. Even then the curiosity of the
person was not satisfied. He started peering
through the bush and what he saw in the bush
was the face of a growling and ferocious tiger.
Frightened to the extreme and to save his life,
the personrantowardsthe village and narrated
the strange event. It then became clear to the
people that the Sanyasi was none other than
Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj of Kalyan town.

The news spread far and wide. It even
reached the parents of Shri Prabhu who were
distraught till then. They were overjoyed to
know the whereabouts of Shri Prabhu. They
came over to Manthal looking for him. But the
Divine Will had other plans for this traveller on
the path of Truth. Shri Prabhu spoke to them in
most compassionate words and spoke those
prophetic words which spelt out his mission in
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life. “With the Grace of Shri Dattatreya I took
birthin your family. Your desire for a child was
duly fulfilled.Istayed with youaslongasitwas
necessary. Now that I have been initiated in
Brahmavidya, wisdom of Brahman, my life is
devoted tohumanity.Iwillnowhave towander
from place to place to spread the message of the
Compassionate Datta, Datta-dayaghana, so that
the misery of human beings can be alleviated.
Therefore, itis futile to grieve for my loss. I will
ever be with you. Go back to your home and
leave me to fulfil my mission. Whenever and
wherever one needs me, I will come. This is
certain; this is my promise.”

The parents were at a loss to understand
the great significance of his mission or of his
promise. Pacifying their confused minds and
leaving everything to God’s mercy, they
returned to their native place.

c\@\\%bﬁgk\/ﬁ/w
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04. In search of the Self

hri Prabhu was greatly attracted to

S thehillsaround Manthal. The caves

in the hills were cool and far from

the maddening crowd. The locale was quiet
and peaceful and conducive for communion
with the Supreme Self. He lived for many
days immersed in the blissful state of
realisation. Some time he would come down

from the hills and roam around the town.

His behaviour was some times so
different from normal ways of life, that people
would shun him as though he was demented.
His favorite pastime seemed to be to sit on a
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stickand play like a child, treating the stick for
a horse. While children and less intelligent
people would treat this event withamusement
and ridicule, the wise ones would see this
unusual spectacle and wonder who this
person may be! A saint, a Yogi or a simpleton
to be neglected.

They had heard that many ancient yogis
used to behave in a manner which would
appear unnatural to the common man.
However ordinary people did not have the
required spiritual comprehension to see the
great man through his Leela (sport).

For one who is wise, doubts need not
arise. There have been instances where
Jeevanmuktas, those who were liberated even
when alive, were not bound by the norms of
the social life. Jabala Upanishad (6) tells us
about Samvartaka, Aruni, Svetaketu,
Durvasa, Rbhu, Nigadha, Jada-bharata,
Dattatreya, Raivataka and others were
Paramhamsas. They were of un-manifested
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nature, of un-manifested ways of life, seen (by
others) to behave like mad men though they
were in no way mad.

The wise ones, therefore, recognizing Shri
Prabhu as a great Yogi honoured and
worshipped him, which Shri Prabhu accepted
as though all this wasnatural for him. Butat the
same time like a simple, unassuming child of
nature, he would distribute the thingsreceived
by him among the assembled persons. Indeed,
strange are the ways of those who are absorbed
in the bliss of Brahman. As Shri Krishna says,
“Sagesseewithequal eye, alearned and humble
Brahman, a cow, an elephant, and even a dog or
an outcast” (faenfamaesas smam wfa gfea™ | gF 9=
squre 9 ufvgan: gEefi: 11) (Bhagavad Gita.V.18).
The empirical diversity prevalent in the
manifested world does not hide the
metaphysical Reality abiding within.

Oftenwhenin spiritual rapture, he would
sing and dance and many of his bhajans were
the product of such ecstatic moods. When he
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sang these bhajans, which in Marathi are
known as “Abhanga”, he seemed to be
inseparable from “Datta-Dayaghana” his
chosen deity. The state of a-bhanga is surely
that state when one is not separate from the
Lord. One is reminded of the words of Shri
Krishna (Bhagavad Gita. XVIII.20) when he
saysthatthe Satvicattributeis that wisdom by
which the one Imperishable Being is seen in
all existence, undivided in the divided. (w&ay
Ik WrarHeTEHIET | aiferteh fervrhy dee fafg wferea 1)

In fact bhajans were to play an important
role in the Sampradaya of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj, in the generations to come. Itis only
through such unalloyed communion with the
Lord that His creatures come back to Him.
Bhajana, therefore basically represents the
unity of Bhagavan (the lord) and Jana (the
devotees). Shri Prabhu also encouraged this
medium of ‘naad-upasana’.

Inanunbroken tradition, from Shri Manik
Prabhu Maharaj to Shri Siddharaj Manik
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Prabhu, every Peethadhipati of the Sampradaya
of Shri Prabhu has contributed to the wealth
of Bhajans, poetical outpourings which tie
emotional bonds between the ‘Upasya” and
the ‘Upasaka’. Whatever mood they may
exhibit in their outward way of life, their
inner spiritual strength made them pour out
intensely the spiritual earnestness towards
the Lord, which contained not only [nana,
Bhakti, Vairagya but also the Karma to be
performed by the people at large.

In Shri Manik Prabhu Sampradaya
nothing is more important than singing the
glory of the Lord. It is realised that while
intellectual and philosophical disputations
may attract and captivate the mind, it is the
sound, the naad, that moves the heart. Itis the
Eternal Sound AUM, which transformed all
this that, verily, is. The very first hymn of
Mandukya Upanishad declares, “AUM, is
verily, all THIS, the Imperishable.” (3%
wa | g e qewier wd ||) Samaveda is the
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epitome of Naad, therefore it is called Naad-
Brahma. Shri Krishna declaring his Vibhuti,
divine manifestation, says: “Of the offerings,
I am the offering of silent adoration” (wgfuri
PRE FRAEHFAE | TR Uit s e samammT ferme: 11)
(Bhagavad Gita. X.25).

Further the Lord has assured of His
presence among his devotees singing his glories,
“I do not dwell in Vaikuntha, nor in the hearts
of the Yogis; I dwell there, Narada, where my
devotees sing my eulogies”. (1 =ty agvs Fifimi
&4 9 91 | wgwh 9 e o faeth ARg ||) (Bhagavat
Purana). ShriNarasimha Sarasvati Maharaj tells
us in Guru Charitra (51.40-42)

“l shall tell another mark;
through music should one hear,
For there do I ever dwell, my Will
in Music is ever dear.
Those who daily do sing, on them
my eternal love remains.

In their residence ever, you may
consider my appearance.
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This thread was picked up by Shri Manik
Prabhu Maharaj as the most powerful means
for deliverance of the human soul. In the
tradition of saints, Shri Manik Prabhu started
spreading highly philosophical wisdom
through Bhajans, couched in simple and
commonly understood words. Itis truly said
that “nadopasanaya deva Brahma Vishnu,
Maheshvarah |/ bhavanty upasita nunam
yasmadete tadatmakah /7. (S1giutEAAIES
TR | HaweguTfear d aerea qere: |1) If
propitiation is done through music, devotion
to Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshvar is truly
established.

“All this world is the syllable AUM. Its
further explanation is this: the past, the
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present, the future -- everything is just AUM.
And whatever transcends the three divisions
of time -- that too is AUM” (3% siifrcagerigad
TR ¥ Wl gl STl HeA TR U | F=Id fIeRTareia
dq@isr wd ||) declares Mandukya Upanishad
atthe very outset. Inthe word ‘nada’, the letter
‘na’ denotes the Primal Breath, Prana and ‘da’
denotes the Primal Energy, Agni. The
combination of these two primary energies
contribute to the upsurge of spirituality in a
person.

Shri Prabhu moved from place to place
like a free bird or breeze which knew no
bounds. In the bosom of Mother Nature, he
had all the satisfaction and contentment which
the world of the attachment and possessions
would not give. In Avadhoot Gita, it is said :
“To me there exists no mental act that is
auspiciousorinauspicious. Thereisnobodily
activity which is fair or foul nor any speech
which is pleasant or unpleasant”. (7 #w=
AT A T FIREH FH GATIH A | T arfas wH A 3
e eRdifgatsa 1l) (Avadhhot Gita 1.8)
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Subala Upanishad describes an Avadhoot
thus “One should be like a child. The
characteristics of the child are non-attachment
and innocence. By abstaining from
(unnecessary) speech, (unnecessary) learning,
by nonobservance of (unnecessary) rituals
relating to class or stages of life, one acquires
the state of solitude that is spoken in the
Vedas”. (@@ faswg aewawmEisan ffRaen de=
Tfose frRafEmRaTasd Haerih fme...) (Subal
Upanishad 13) Shri Prabhu was passing
through this pure and fearless state of a child.

During one of hiswanderings, hearrived
at Chalakapur, a small townnear Kalyan. The
Sun had already set and he had no place to
stay at night. On the outskirts of the town, he
saw a temple dedicated to Hanuman. The
people of this area did not visit this temple
after nightfall. It was believed that during
night, Hanuman bore his ferocious
countenance which no human being could
see and remain alive. Shri Prabhu was not
aware of this legend. When he approached
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the temple he saw the doors open and the
place deserted. He entered the temple and
slept at the feet of the Lord, after safely
depositing his clothes and sandals on the
shoulder of Shri Hanuman.

The next morning as the Sun rose, the
temple priest came to perform the daily
worship. Seeing someone’s footwear
deposited on the idol, a sacrilegious act, his
anger knew no bounds. Taking the person
sleeping in the temple responsible for this
dastardly act, he started beating him black
and blue. However, the Lord recognises his
devotees and the faith they have in him.
Consequently, even as the priest was beating
Shri Prabhu, blood started oozing from the
idol. Seeing this strange occurrence, the priest
was shaken up and it dawned on him that the
person he was beating was not an ordinary
person. When Shri Prabhu revealed his
identity he fell at his feet and implored his
mercy.
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The news spread like wild fire. People
who were afraid to enter the temple thronged
in thousands. The entire atmosphere was
surcharged with religious fervour. Bayadevi,
Shri Prabhu’s mother and Nrisimha, his
brother came over to Chalakapur. Form
Hyderabad came Raja-Rai-Rayan, anobleman
of the Nizam’s court. All experienced the
overflowing Grace of Shri Prabhu and no one
went back empty handed. Such was the
compassion of Shri Manik Prabhu.

Hestayed at Chalakapur with his mother
and brother for some months at the insistence
of the people and later left for Mailar as
desired by mother Bayadevi.
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05. Venkamma

ailar is one of the ancient holy

places, popularly known as

‘Dakshina Kashi’. Shiva is
worshipped here as Martanda Bhairava and is
also venerated locally as Khandoba. The temple
received many donations from far and wide,
including from the Peshwas. During the
period when Shri Prabhu arrived here the
townwasa prosperous trading centre. During
the annual festival of the temple innumerable
devotees thronged this town. As long as Shri
Prabhu stayed there, itbecame normal for the
devotees to take his blessings after taking the
Darshan of Martanda Bhairava. For many, Shri
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Prabhu appeared as Shiva himself in the garb
of a wandering recluse. During this period,
hisfame asan Avatar of ShriDattatreya spread
further in the surrounding areas.

Among the many frequent visitors, there
was one lady of exceptional spiritual
competence. Shehad all the potential for being
spiritually awakened butseemed tobe waiting
for the grace of a Guru. She belonged to the
Komti caste, a trading community (vaishya)
and appeared tobe endowed with wealthand
prosperity.

Nonenoticed her, for shehad been keeping
to herself at the far end. Each day she would
come and take ShriPrabhu’sblessings and sitin
the corner till the close of the day when all the
crowd would disperse. Thus, on each day she
was experiencing the Grace of Shri Prabhu, for
itappeared thatshehad finally mether ordained
Guru. The Grace was silently flowing through
her and preparing her for the path chosen for
her in the Sampradaya.
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This remarkable lady was none other
than Venkamma, whobecame a powerful force,
Shakti Svarupini, in Shri  Manik Prabhu
Sampradaya.

Great saints have an insight which is
unlike that of normal persons. Among the
large crowd which was coming over for his
Darshan, he had seen her spiritual
preparedness with his mysticeye. No one has
admittance in spiritual matters unless they
are so authorised. The person has to be an
Adhikari, qualified to receive initiation and
retain the extraordinary power bestowed on
him. Anunqualified person willnotbe able to
receive, letalone sustain the power of penance.
Shri Prabhu realised that here was one such
personality who was well equipped for being
initiated. Therefore, when all the persons left
his presence, he called her. “You have taken
Prasad more than once”, he told her, “Why do
you then come again and again. Why don’t
you go back to your family?”
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When the reference to her home and
family was made, she seemed to come out of
atrance. Where was her home? Who were her
father, mother, brothers and sisters? She
replied, “I do not know where my home is or
my family. I have therefore come to you to
seek guidance to the place of my abidance.
Your lotus feet appear to me to be the place
where I can take shelter”.

These words had more significance than
was prima facie apparent. She was receptive
to the resonance which was passing from Shri
Prabhu and she was so much immersed in
that Grace that the entire surrounding seemed
to have become full of Shri Manik Prabhu.
Her heart was pure enough to become the
resting place of Shri Prabhu’s Grace.

Itisrare for one to be spiritually inclined.
People gather around Gurus looking for
material gains and economic prosperity. Few
and rare are those who come with two bare
hands but go back with abounding grace
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showered by innumerable hands of the Lord.
Few therefore, know theimportance of asking
and what it is to receive without asking.
Therefore Shri Krishna rightly pointed out to
Arjuna, “Among thousands of men scarcely
one strives for perfection, and of those who
strive and succeed scarcely one knows Me in
truth” (wqemon wedy Hivaeata fagd | aqamtu fage
Hfva=i afa awa: 1) (Bhagavad GitaVIL3.). In
Avadhoot Gita also it is said at the outset that
“Itis only with the Grace of the Lord that the
knowledge of Advaita is born, which alone
protects one from great danger” (3%=RiueRa

GEHGAETE | HEgautemniguemasr |1) (Avadhoot
Gita I.1).

Devi Venkamma seemed to be one such
rare personin whom the knowledge of Advait
had ripened. For her, Shri Prabhu became the
creator, the sustainer and the deliverer. In
fact, in time to come she was to realise the
unity of herself and her Guru. People often
think that this is possible only for the chosen
few on whom the Guru sheds his grace. They
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forget that the fault lies not in the
unwillingness or in the inability of the Guru to
shed such grace but because of one’s own
infirmity, incapacity to receive such Grace.
Consequently, their own weakness is
transferred to the Guru and they wander
searching for Guru after Guru of their liking.

However it is not so. The Guru’s Grace
does not depend upon how much you please
him with your outward service, wealth and
prosperity, when your ownheartitselfis poor
and incapable to receive the ever flowing
grace. If the people keep their minds and
hearts pure and auspicious then the Lord is
sure to dwell therein. A popular verse says:
“What were the good practices of Vyadha?
What was the age of Dhruva? What was the
learning of Gajendra? What was the prowess
of Ugrasena? What was the beauty of Kubja?
What was the wealth of Sudama? The Lord,
who is the lover of devotion, is pleased with
devotion itself and does not bother about
other qualities” (mu=T=re Ya=r = s foren g
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It is only on the basis of such absolute
Shraddhathatthe Lord takes the devotee under
his shelter and gives this assurance as said in
Bhagavad Gita. “Those who worship Me,
meditating on Me alone, to them who ever
persevere, I bring attainment of what they
crave and security in what they have”
(er=rTiYeraReal | 4 S aguEd | au et
amgm A 1) (IX.22). “Swiftly doeshebecome
a soul of righteousness and obtain lasting
peace, O Arjuna, you know this for certain
that My Devotee perishes never” (fas wafa
AT st resfd | #ida ufasie 9 4 9w
worafa 1) (IX.31). Therefore, He strongly
recommends to each of us, “On Me fix your
mind; to Me be devoted; worship Me; revere
Me; thus having disciplined yourself, with
Me as your goal, to Me shall you come” (s=
I HEh! ATl I TAEES | AT R JFRcAaHTeHTH Heaar=Io: ||)
(IX.34).
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However, how many of us are prompted
by such anurge or inclination? We seek Gurus
to fulfil our wishes and our desires, which are
mundane, temporal and entirely transitory.
Our eyes are so full of desires that we are
incapable of seeing the grandeur of the Lord.
Venkamma, However wasnotsuchadevotee.
Hernon-attachmentand sense of renunciation
was complete and final. Even then, Shri Prabhu
desired to test her. “You are young and in
society many types of people are to be found.
It would, therefore, not be proper for you to
take such a sudden decision. For your own
good, I plead that you return to your family”.

Venkamma was not to be shaken from her
resolve as she had already renounced
everything and everyone for the Guru whom
she had now found. Even a child sometimes
becomes firm withits mother.She said, “Master,
I have left everything, father, mother, family
and friends, with full knowledge and
consideration. I have no goal except your feet.
I can never go anywhere else, even if I so
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desire”. Seeing her firm determination and
hearing the intense, austere tone of her voice
he finally said, “If you want to stay here you
will have to come without your wealth and
possessions”. Venkamma discarded, without
any hesitation, all her jewels and ornaments
then and there and became ready to follow her
master. People were wonderstruck at such
intense Vairagya and fell ather feet. Shri Prabhu
recognised her as the manifestation of his Shakti
and declared that none could have access to
him save through the grace of Shakti Svarupini,
Devi Venkamma. She was sent to Shri Prabhu’s
mother till she became fully energised to play
the role which was ordained for her.

It is one of the fundamental tenets of the
Hinduism that one cannot attain his spiritual
goal unless one is energised by Shakti, the
energy of the Supreme Lord. What we call
Nature or Prakriti is but the outward
manifestation of the Lord, which becomes
reality only whenitis energised by the power
of the Lord.
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In Devi Bhagavat, she is identified as
Durga, Rama, Radhika, Dhareshwari,
Jambuvadini, Arunika, Minakshiand Madhumati.
She is also known as Matanga Kanya. In Shri
Manik Prabhu Sampradaya, Shri Prabhu’s
Shakti, Venkamma, isreferred to as Madhumati
Shyamala.

Later sheattained Samadhi at Maniknagar
in the year 1865. Ramchandra Buva Nasikkar,
who was present on the occasion has vividly
described the incident. She sang and danced
the whole night and in the early hours of the
day she left her mortal coil and merged her
Self in the Universal Self. When people of her
community gathered there and started
preparing for the funeral they were amazed
to hear the sound of AUM emanating from
her corpse. On being informed of this Shri
Prabhu rushed to the spot where the corpse
was lying and ordered that a Samadhi be built
for her. Shri Prabhu personally supervised
the ritual of Samadhi for Venkamma.
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Later Shri Martand Manik Prabhu builta
temple over her Samadhi and prescribed the
rituals for worship. He composed a number
of Bhajans in her glory and started celebrating
the Devi Navaratra Utsavain her honour. Even
today Venkamma'’s temple is considered to
be a very important shrine for the devotees of
Shri Manik Prabhu Sampradaya.
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06. Pilgrimage continues

sthe fame of Shri Manik Prabhu
spread far and wide, people
flocked to have his Darshan and

seek succour from worldly troubles.
Invariably, people need quick results. They
have neither the patience to pray nor the
willingness to wait for the result. For some,
the very sight of a holy person brings solace;
butthereare otherswhodesire tohaveassured
remedies. Saints donot come to give solutions
in capsules. They come to alleviate the
miserable state in which the people at large
find themselves but this can be done only
with the cooperation of the aspirant. While
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the saint can only show the path to be tread,
the path has to be traversed by the aspirant
himself.

When the seekers become unreasonable
and extremely demanding on the patience
and peace of the saints, they seek to avoid the
world of self-conceit and reside in solitude,
where they can reflect and meditate on the
Self whichis free from all the selfish blemishes
of the world. With that view in mind, Shri
Prabhu left Mailar with some of his close
associates to visit holy places like Parali-
Vaijanatha, Tuljapur, Pandharpur etc.

AtPandharpur when he went to take the
Darshan of Shri Vitthala he was wearing
clothes which were soiled with the dust of the
road. Vitthala receives everyone with equal
love, irrespective of whether he is good or
bad, rich or poor, saint or sinner. Pandharpur
isone of those places where class, caste, status
all melt away. Everyone is eager to have the
Darshan of the Lord and consequently they
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take no notice of the other devotees. The
priests did not recognise Shri Prabhu but the
Lord recognised his devotee. When Shri
Prabhu desired to place his head on the feet of
the Lord and to touch him lovingly, the priests
did not permit him to do so. Then the Lord
himself covered Shri Manik Prabhu with the
garlands which were placed around Hisneck.
Seeing this unexpected miraculous event, the
priests felt ashamed of themselves for not
recognizing the greatness of Shri Prabhu. The
assembled devotees were thrilled with this
miracle. They fell at the feet of Shri Prabhu
and soughthisblessingsbutall this adulation
did not affect Shri Prabhu for he was
completely oblivious of all that washappening
around him and was already in communion
with the Lord Panduranga. He was so
overcome with emotion that what flowed
from hislips then was one of the mostbeautiful
expressions of a realised soul.

“I saw this day, my Panduranga,
standing on the brick,
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His forehead adorned with
sandal paste and saffron,
Shiva, verily, had adorned himself
bright as his crown,

Seeing splendour of ear-rings,
even Sun hid himself back.
Alluring were the ears,

eyes, nose and the smile,

The broad chest covered

with the Tulsi all awhile,
The arms on the hips
adorned with the golden vest,
Vaijayanti gracing his neck;
Bhrigu’s mark on chest.
Eagerly did Manik have

with Vithala his tryst,

His throbbing heart

and the eyes flowing moist,
His chosen goal in life,

all desires fulfilled,

Pure love spreading

all around fully distilled.
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From Pandharpur he went to visit Shri
Junglee Maharaj at Poona and from there
onward to Girnar to have communion with
Guru Shri Datta, the compassionate one.
Sourcing his power from the Primal source,
he travelled further to Gangotri, Haradwar,
Badri, Kedar, Prayag, Varanasi, Gaya, Puri,
Mahur, Tirupati, Ganagapur and to many
holy river banks and hills on the way. This
travel established inhim the unique feeling of
all-pervading nature of his Self and the
manifestation of the Supreme Brahman in

everything which he saw, touched, heard and
breathed.
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Finally he came to Kalyan, hishome town.
His innumerable devotees were waiting to
receive the child of their soil. Shri Prabhu was
pleased to come back and was also pleased
with the changes that had taken place in the
intervening period. He decided to live there
for some time to consider the steps to give
shape to his mission, for the time had come
when the first step was to be taken.

However, Kalyan did not seem to be his
final destination, but only a resting place. He
decided to leave the town to visit the Samadhi
of Shri Bakkaprabhu and also Ketaki Sangam.
After visiting the Samadhi of Shri Bakkaprabhu
at Karakanalli, he went to the Shiva temple at
Ketaki Sangam. This ancient temple had a
tradition that no worship of Shiva would be
complete if Kevadaleaves were notused in the
Pooja. When Shri Prabhu went there, it was
not the season when Kevda leaves would be
available and no one could procure them for
him. Suddenly a farmer came over to him
withabasketful of Kevadaleaves. When people
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were wondering how the farmer could
procure them, he slipped away from the crowd
nottobe seen again. This gaverise to thebelief
that Shiva had himself come with the leaves,
so that His devotee’s pooja may not remain
incomplete.

Myths are made of such events. We are
so immersed in our normal uneventful lives
that any variation from the same becomes a
strange event. A great Yogi who has power
over hismind is capable of creating conditions
according to his desire. Shri Prabhu already
had so much occult power that it should not
have been difficult for him to materialise the
Kevada leaves with his own powers but the
one who is a true Yogi never uses the powers
for his own sake or for proving his divine
powers. When such is the case and his will
surrenders to the Lord, his Shraddha (devotion)
itself creates conditions when ordinary human
beings become the vehicles for fulfilling his
needs.
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After completing the Pooja, Shri Prabhu
sat under a banyan tree and asked one of his
devotees to dig the ground nearby. Wonder
of wonders! There arose from the ground an
exquisitely carved Shiva Linga. The Linga was
consecrated then and there, with all
ceremonies. Such are the ways by which the
Lord demonstrates His grace to his devotees.

After installation of the Shivalinga, Shri
Prabhu was to leave for Bidar. Shri Annarao
Deshmukh, a prominent citizen of Nyalkal
had come to KetakiSangam to pay hisrespects
to Shri Prabhu. He very much desired to take
Shri Prabhu to Nyalkal, en-route to Bidar,
and for that purpose hehad broughtall regalia
like elephants, horses and Palkhi for the
convenience of Shri Prabhu. However Shri
Prabhu would have none of these. He
remarked in his kindest words, lest he cause
pain to the pure devotion of Annarao
Deshmukh, “Annarao, why does oneneed all
these arrangements. We are simple fakirs and
all this grandeur will not befit us”.
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Annarao Deshmukh did not agree. He
was insistent and said that it is one form of
seva which a devotee desires to perform and
Shri Prabhu should not stifle his aspirations.
For fulfilling the desires of the devotees, Shri
Prabhu was ever ready. He gave his consent.
Shri Prabhu'sjourney to Nyalkalin procession
and the ceremonies performed there were
remembered and talked about for years to
come.

When the news of Shri Prabhu's arrival
at Nyalkal reached Bidar, people, rich and
poor, Hindus and Muslims, rushed to Shri
Prabhu and implored him to visit Bidar.
Nothing pleased Shri Prabhu better. When
the procession left Nyalkal for Bidar it looked
as if a great King was passing through the
town with his retinue. But then, was Shri
Prabhu not a Prince among Yogis?

On the way to Bidar the procession had
to stop frequently for people to offer Pooja to
Shri Prabhu and seek his blessings.
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Bidar was only twomiles away. “Shri Datta
Dayaghana”, however, had different plans in
his mind. The bearers of the Palkhi, as if drawn
by an unknown force, took a different route
and came to Jharni Nrisimha. Even when they
realised their mistake, they could not retrace
their steps. Itappeared asif they had no control
over their legs and some other force was
deciding where their next steps should fall.

Suddenly as if from nowhere, a snake
appeared withitshood lifted. The Palkhibearers
stopped in their tracks uncertain of what to do.
The snake would not give way. It stood in the
middle of theroad, swayingitshood and finally
lay across the road as if to prevent further
journey. Shri Prabhu was strangely quiet. He
pacified the worried devotees. He said, “Do
not worry. Obviously he seems to be some
Siddha Purusha, who desires to convey to us
some information. Let us see where he desires
to lead us”. So saying he got down from the
Palkhi and as if it understood, the snake led the
way with all the retinue following. When they
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reached Jharni Nrisimha, it disappeared. Shri
Prabhu took this incident as the desire of the
snake that he should stay in Jharni Nrisimha
for some days. His stay in Jharni brought great
joy to the people.

Jharni is an ancient holy place where a
temple dedicated to Shri Narasimha, an Avatar
of Shri Vishnu, is consecrated. There is a
statue of a Nandi facing the main idol, which
isunusual. Nandiis the vehicle of Shiva and is
normally found only in Shiva temples.

Shri Prabhu’s being drawn to such a
unique site seemed to be an omen of the path
thathe was soon to lay, Sakalmata (‘Samatvam’
among differentfaiths), for mankind to follow
in the ages to come.
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07. Pilgrimage

comes to an end

Prabhutostay inJharniforalonger

period, it was not to be so. People
from different adjacent villages and towns
would prevail upon him that he should
grace their homes also with his presence.
Sometimes the places he was invited to
were at two extreme ends. It wasimpossible
for Shri Prabhu to accept all these requests;
at the same time it was not within him to

I : ven though the people wanted Shri

reject the earnest desires of his devotees. To
one and all he would promise his presence

66 * SHRI MANIK PRABHU : HIS LIFE AND MISSION



and give the date when he would visit their
homes.

His attendants would be worried about
theinconvenience and the effect thesejourneys
would have uponhishealthbut, asusual, Shri
Prabhu would tell them not to worry about
his health but have faith.

Once, Shri Prabhu was taking an
afternoon nap at the very time that he had
assured some of his devotees that he would
visit their homes in Bidar. The time when he
should normally have started on the journey
had already come but no one had the courage
to wake Shri Prabhu and remind him of the
promise he had made to visit his devotees’
homes in Bidar. The time passed and very
much later Shri Prabhu woke up from his
sleep as if nothing had happened.

At the same time as he was asleep in
Jharni, the people in Bidar were happy to have
Shri Prabhu in their midst and they celebrated
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Shri Prabhu’s presence with great devotion
and satisfaction. EveninBidar, he wasreceived
in their homes by different devotees at
chronologically the same time. When thenews
of his visit to Bidar came to Jharni, every one
was surprised because they had seen with
their own eyes that Shri Prabhu was in deep
sleep in Jharni itself. How could he have gone
to Bidar when he was in Jharni all the time?

People of little knowledge view every
event from their own stand point. For them,
Shri Prabhu was a physical, gross body. They
were not aware that Yogis are known to have
left their gross bodies and travelled in their
astral, Sukshma bodies long distances in a
short time. However, even though such
miracles by the Guru enhance the power and
influence even of the devotees, they seldom
realise how difficult and strenuousitis for the
Guruhimself toundertake suchunusual tasks.

In Jharni itself, when Shri Prabhu woke
up from his afternoon nap, Venkamma saw
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him tired and perspiring profusely, as if he
had travelled a long distance. When asked
about the matter, he just smiled and kept
quiet. True Yogis donot desire to exhibit their
supernatural powers. If they sometimes use
these powers, it is entirely out of love and
compassion for their devotees.

Itis a travesty of fate, however, thateven
the kindest of saints have an abundance of
enemies. There are people who do not desire
that the Sun should shine, so that they can
continue with their nefarious activities. These
forces of Darkness, Ignorance and Inertia,
therefore, would do any thing to place
impediments in the path of saints. Saints
willingly go through these ordeals of fire only
to come out shining like gold which haspassed
through fire. Sant Tukaram says that only
because there are fallen people in the world
does the Lord come as the redeemer of the
fallen. If there were no ‘Patita’ (Downfallen)
then the Lord would not have been called
‘Patita-Pavana’ (Redeemer of the Downfallen).
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Some misguided Mullas, who could
neither understand nor digest the popularity
of Shri Prabhu in their blind orthodoxy,
decided to counter the effect of Shri Prabhu’s
message on the people, amongst whom many
were also Muslims. When one loses
discrimination, he tends tobehave notonly in
an irrational manner but also foolishly. With
aview toembarrass ShriPrabhu, they brought
some plates covered with shawls,
ostentatiously full of gifts. They wanted to
embarrass him and make him look
insignificantin the eyes of his devotees. They,
therefore, surreptitiously brought beef in the
plates instead of fruits etc. and offered the
plates to Shri Prabhu with a false pretence of
devotion. However, from a Yogi nothing is
hidden and nothing can be hidden. He saw
through their game and yet, graciously
accepted their offeringsby touching the plates.
He then asked the contents to be distributed
among the assembled people as Prasad. When
the shawlwasremoved whatevery one found
was fruits and sweetmeats.
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The Prasad was distributed to all the
assembled people. The miscreants were
humbled and felt ashamed. They fell at the
feet of Shri Prabhu and asked for his pardon.
All that Shri Prabhu did was to bless them to
have good thoughts and follow the noble
pathwhich the Koran has prescribed for them.

The area where Shri Prabhu spent much
of his human life was ruled by a Muslim King
and the population was also predominantly
Muslim. Therefore, the aboveincident created
a lasting impression on them and they
considered Shri Prabhu to be an Avatar of
Mahaboob Subhani, a Muslim Saint, which
belief they even now hold. The Manik Prabhu
Sampradaya also reciprocates this faith. In
the festivities at Maniknagar both Hindus
and Muslims take part with equal enthusiasm.
This is indeed the unique example of
Sakalamat Sampradaya, equality and
universality of religions and faiths. A Yogi
sees no difference between the various
manifestations of the Lord and for him

PILGRIMAGE COMES TO AN END % 71



everything that is in the world is but the
manifestation of the Lord.

Large followings need a focal point to
gather together. Shri Prabhu felt the need to
have such a spiritual centre. Till now he was
wandering from place to place in his own state
of constant awareness of the Supreme Bliss. The
descent of the Lord is not only for the sake of
destruction of evilbutalso for the establishment
of righteousness. “For the protection of the
good and destruction of the evil, for
establishmentof righteousness, I comeintobeing
from age to age” (ufmoma wmmi fommma = gogpam |
oIt FeRer i ot |) (Bhagavad GitaIV.8).

The decision for the selection of the place
was left to the Will of the Lord. Shri Prabhu left
Bidar for Kalyan. In those days, riding on
horseback or in a Palkhi was the mode of travel.
As the travellers approached the point where
two rivers meet near Humnabad, they turned
towards Gadvanti. The road was narrow and
the peoplehad to pass through trees and shrubs
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on both sides of the road. The Palkhi in which
ShriPrabhuwassitting got stuck in thebranches
of some trees, making him alight from his seat.

Nearby they saw a temple of Shiva. Shri
Prabhu sat there under two Bilva trees. While
he was resting thereunder, the trees caught
fire unexpectedly and were reduced to ashes
inno time. The people around him were struck
with wonder and were also worried about
Shri Prabhu’s safety but Shri Prabhu was quiet.
He told them not to worry. “Don’t panic. A
good thing has happened today. The
Brahmarakshasas who wereimprisoned in these
trees, areliberated”. Thereafter they camenear
the confluence of the two rivers. There as Shri
Prabhu satunder the Audumbaratreein ecstatic
meditation, the decision to establish the
spiritual centre at that very place was taken.

The Audumbara tree is special to Sri Datta
Sampradaya. It is the favourite tree of Sri
Dattatreya and it is believed that he always
dwells thereunder. It is the symbol of
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deliverance. Legend says that when Lord
Narasimha killed the daemon,
Hiranyakashipu, hisfingers wereburning with
the venom of the Rakshasa. He had to dip his
fingers in the fruits of Audumbara which Shri
Lakshmi brought and the burning sensation
was removed by the juice of Audumbara fruit.
In Guru Charitra also it has been said,

In the daemon’s bosom,

there was the dark poison spot,

Like the raging forest fire,

fearsome was the clot.

While tearing apart

the daemon’s dreadful heart,

Lord’s fingers,

dipped in poisoned blood, became hot.
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Since then, with the grace of Sri
Narasimha, the Audumbara tree became the
Kalpvrisksha, shedding illumination and
wisdom. Therefore, it came to pass that one
who does penance sitting thereunder is freed
from the agony of the Samsara.

Shri Prabhu being anincarnation of Lord
Dattatreya had a special affinity for the
Audumbaratree. Theincident of the Bilva trees
and the ecstaticmeditation thathe experienced
under the Audumbara tree both must have
had a special symbolism for him that led him
to choose that site as his permanent abode for
the remaining years of his temporal life. Thus
was established what is today known as the
village of MANIKNAGAR.
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08. Maniknagar

he time and place selected by Shri

Prabhu for establishing the

spiritual center near Humnabad
seemed significant as well as ideal. Those
were troubled times, both politically as well
asreligiously. Politically, the area was coming
under Muslim domination, under which,
excepting for a few rulers, the rest were, to a
large extent, fanatical in their approach and
forceful in converting the people. Hindus
were consequently at the receiving end, with
large scale death of Hindus and destruction
of temples. Many Hindus came to be
converted, who wereneither assimilated with
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the new religion nor completely denied to the
old. There was a religious vacuum in the
hearts of the people. Obviously belief in one
or the other religion cannot be forced upon
one against one’s will and for a person like
Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj any use of force
in religion was contrary to the very tenets of
religion. For a person who believed in
universality of religion, such irrational
behaviour was anathema.

Great events often have trivial
beginnings. When the Bilva tree caught fire,
many considered it to be abad omen. But Shri
Prabhu himself saw it in quite a different
perspective. For him the fire was the fire of
Samsara and the deliverance of the
Brahmarakshasa was the deliverance of the
people from ignorance and superstition. He
therefore, selected the confluence of the two
rivers for establishing his spiritual center, asif
to emphasize that he wanted to bring the two
communities (Hindus and Muslims) together.
Inhis visionary mind he saw these two streams
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of great faith come together and live a life of
peace and understanding. How prophetichis
vision was can be seen by the fact that even
today both the Hindus and the Muslims flock
to Maniknagar each year, to honour the great
founder of the Universal Truth, the
SAKALAMATA.

The moment people came to know of Shri
Prabhu’s intention to establish the spiritual
center near Humnabad, people flocked to his
presence and thus came to be established the
present day MANIKNAGAR. Originally, a
small hut was constructed for Shri Prabhu to
stay. Later, another hut was constructed to
establish the GADI, or the Spiritual Seat, which
in time to come was to be associated with the
living spirit of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj.
Sitting on the Gadi, he would give audience and
his very Darshan would give peace and
contentment to all who visited Maniknagar.

The entire atmosphere was surcharged
with religious fervour with the name of the
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Lord and of His representative manifestation
alwayson thelips of the devotees. The Bhajans
brought both the ‘Bhagavan’ and the ‘Jana’
togetherinone greatcommunion, irrespective
of caste, creed, faith or religion. The
atmosphere reverberated with the sound of
Bhajans, cymbals and drums.

With the passage of time, the number of
devotees increased, and with the increase, of
devoteesand lay visitors theneed for dwelling
places also increased. Shri Prabhu’s mother,
who had till then endured separation from
her son, came to Maniknagar with the rest of
the family. Now that all the family members
were at one place, it was decided that proper
residential quarters should be constructed.
Sacrifices with all the rites and rituals were
decided to be performed to sanctify the area.
Only in a pure and auspicious place could a
center be installed with all spiritual energy
concentrated in that place. Shri Prabhu gave
his consent and well qualified priests were
called for the purpose.
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Strange asitmay appear, when the priests
were bringing the various materials needed
for the sacrifice, they were waylaid and all
their material was looted. When Shri Prabhu
came to know of this incident, he instructed
the priests to come without any worry or
hesitation and all the requirements would be
made available at the proper time.

As it transpired, when the robbers were
running away with the stolen materials, they
got confused and were not able to find their
way out of the forest, where they were hiding.
They realised that they had committed a great
blunder. They prayed to the Lord for mercy.
Shri Prabhu’s compassion made them come
to their senses and guided them to Maniknagar
where they handed over all the material to
Shri Prabhu.

As the need arose, more temples and
buildings came up in Maniknagar. Many of
the devotees also decided to stay there and
constructed their own houses. Shri Prabhu’s
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brother, Nrisimha, who was working at the
darbar of the Nawab of Kalyan, resigned from
his post and came to Maniknagar to assist in
the management of the spiritual center's
activities. His experience in court
administration was of great assistance and he
could put the ideas of Shri Prabhu in actual
practice. He saw to it that the place was
protected from wayward robbers, who were
abundant in those days. Similarly Shri
Prabhu’s elder brother Hanumant Dada took
upon himself the responsibility of providing
food and shelter to the devotees.

In the beginning it was decided that only
Brahmacharis and Sanyasis should be permitted
to stay in Maniknagar but this rule had to be
relaxed when Mother Bayadevi and brother
Nrisimha came to stay in Maniknagar. Many
householders were also eager to make
Maniknagar their place of residence, so that
they could always be in the service of Shri
Prabhu.
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Along with the construction of dwelling
places, an extended hall was constructed for
the conduct of Shri Prabhu's Darbar to
accommodate more and more devotees
visiting Maniknagar. Slowly, regular
discipline and some form and decorum came
to be established. It came to pass that as soon
as Shri Prabhu entered the Darbar Hall, the
Birudavali or the Invocation of Shri Prabhu,
composed by his brother Nrisimha, was
recited in a loud voice by all the persons
present in the Darbar. All the people would
remain standing till Shri Prabhu himself took
hisseaton the Gadi. The frontrow wasreserved
for the musicians, who would first offer their
performances. If no musicians were present
then the devotees could occupy the front
seats. On theright side was the place reserved
for Pundits, Puraniks and Kirtankars. On the
left would sit the Sadhus, Sanyasis and Fakirs.

In the Darbar, Shri Prabhu being a Rajayogi
would wear rich clothes and magnificent
jewellery. However, sometimes he would be
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seen wearing ordinary clothes. For him
everything had equal value. Even when he
wore very ordinary clothes his countenance
with its wheatish complexion would
nevertheless glow like the Sun. The people
gathered would bask in the aura and the
benevolent grace of Shri Prabhu. The entire
atmosphere would be surcharged with
spiritual splendour. Shri Prabhu would cast
his compassionate glance on all, making
everybody participate in the bliss which he
was experiencing.

Often, philosophical discussions and
spiritual discourses were conducted in Shri
Prabhu's Darbar. People from far and near
would come with their doubts and Shri
Prabhu, even though he had not received
formal education in the scriptures, seemed to
be better versed in the scriptures than the
philosophers in his Darbar and was able to
clear all doubts with great ease. The wisdom
of innumerable past lives was his inheritance
and he would solve the problems with the
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ease of the Knower of Brahman. Sometimes
he would reply even before the questions
were asked. Such was his authority, wisdom
and spiritual insight.

Many of the people who flocked to him
were those who were sunken in the despair of
worldly life. For them a word from Shri Prabhu
was like balm on their wounds. Such was the
graceful presence of Shri Prabhu that his very
Darshan would assuage all the misery of a
person. They would be absorbed in the Bhajans
and all thoughts of the world would be
forgotten. Such was the effect of Shri Manik
Prabhu on every one who came under his
influence. Even when people did not think of
him consciously, he activated their lives
without their knowledge and his compassion
became apparentin the mostunexpected way.

BhagvataPurana (II1.25.21) describes the
saints as “forbearing, compassionate and
composed; they are friendly to all living
beings, inimical to no one and their good
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disposition itself serves as an ornament to
them”. (fafaga: wefom: geg: Fdglea™ | SeiaeeE:
wr=an e |igyeen: |1) Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj epitomised the description of the
saint. He was like the sunin the sky spreading
his rays on the noble as well as on the evil,
good as well as on the bad. It is for the people
to benefit by the invigorating warmth and
energy of the Sun. The one who hides himself
in the shadow or in the dark corners of
superstition and bigotry will never have the
light of the Sun. He will never be able to come
through the travails of Samsara.

Once, a devotee who wanted to test the
spiritual powers of Shri Prabhu, had vowed
to offer to Shri Prabhu, one sugar candy,
which would have cost one paisa at the most,
if his wishes were fulfilled. After his wishes
were fulfilled he came to Maniknagar, with a
bagful of sugar. Shri Prabhu could see that the
devotee wanted to show his great generosity
in offering a bagful of sugar while he had to
offer only one sugar candy, worth one paisa.
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Seeing the trace of arrogance in this act and
with theintention of teaching him, Shri Prabhu
picked with great humility, only one paisa
worth of sugar.

Human beings in times of despair either
offer toolittle to God, as they are not confident
of their desires being fulfilled, or else offer
their entire wealth in utter dejection. Then, if
their desires get fulfilled, if they had offered
toolittle at the outset they can afford tobecome
generous and offer more atleast to show their
self-conceit. However, if they had offered
their entire wealth they find themselves in a
quandary when their wishes are fulfilled. The
Lord, however, is neither unkind nor is he in
need of the things offered. He can see the faith
of each person and the intention and the pain
which he had in his heart when he made the
vow. Therefore, irrespective of what the
devotee agrees to offer when he is in despair,
the Lord knows how much to receive and
how much toleave for the devotee. Hishunger
is for the devotee’s devotion and not for his
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wealth. The relationship with the Guru is not
of the nature of trade or barter.

It is the Guru or the Lord who ordains
and the devotee has only to be thankful for
the Grace and place at the feet of the Guru any
thing as a token. It so often happened that
many devotees of Shri Prabhu, who esteemed
themselves as great persons or devotees,
expected Shri Prabhu to recognize them as
special and distinct. There were others who
thought that by engaging themselves in
continued conversation with ShriPrabhu they
were close to him but for Shri Prabhu no one
was dear or hateful. Shri Krishna is very
outspoken on this matter in Bhagavad Gita
(IX.26) “Whosoever offers to Me, with
devotion aleaf, a flower, a fruit, or water, that
offering of love, of the pure heart, I accept” (v
U el WF A A WA WIeS(d | qeg HEeguEaHeY
TIATeR: | 1)

Outward demonstration of devotion but
with a heart full of desires for the fruits,
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attachment to senses and sense bound
enjoyments, is not Bhakti. The Guru in his
purity of Mind can see the intention of each of
the devotees and therefore the devotee need
not satisfy himself with outward
demonstration of devotion and service.

Devotion to the Guru should be like that
of the child towards its mother. Whether the
mother is nearby or not, the child is ever
confident that the mother will listen whenitis
in distress. If such confidence and faith is
there, then Shri Prabhu’s Grace will ever be
with us to guide us and tide us over the
difficult times. Many devotees have
experienced this expansive Grace of Shri
Prabhu even when they have been in places
far from Maniknagar. For surely Shri Prabhu
does not reside only in Maniknagar butin the
heart of all the devotees as well.

One of the most inexplicable things of
ShriPrabhu's Darbar was the flow of wealthin
it.In Maniknagar since the days of ShriPrabhu
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nothingisasked for, yeteverythingisavailable
at the proper time in the right proportion. As
amatter of fact, Shri Prabhu would keep only
as much as was necessary, having renounced
all attachments to material things. Whatever
was collected was solely utilised for
establishing and strengthening the Mission.
Yet, in his Darbar, everyone, whether rich or
poor, wise or ignorant, got what they needed
most, blessings, a fruit or cash. There are
instances when Shri Prabhu would put his
hand under his Gadi and pull out cash for
distribution butif anyone searched under the
Gadi, nothing would be found there. This
inexplicable mystery caused one of Shri
Prabhu's biographers to exclaim:

From whence does this wealth endlessly flow,
No one really could ever seem to know
Inserting his hands underneath the pillow,
Enough wealth was sure to flow

for the seeker’s hand.

They turned the Gadi round and round,
Nothing was there ever found.
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But sitting on the Gadi he seemed to abound,
Sufficient for each of the persons around.

The grandeur of Shri Prabhu’s Darbar
proved one thing. When the Lord oversees
us, he knows our needs and so ordains
accordingly. Whether we ask for little or more,
Shri Prabhu knows fully well whatis good for
us. If there is Shraddha in us, nothing else is
needed. If there is no Shraddha then all efforts
and endeavours to please Shri Prabhu are to
no avail. He distributed wealth as well as
health as needed by the sincere Sadhakas. He
was a great Yogi, a great recluse. For him
wealth was as good as dust. He saw the Lord
in both. Therefore whether he sat on a throne
or on an earthen mound, for him it made no
difference.

Noone was a stranger to Shri Prabhu. He
knew each one by name as well as his
problems. One of his contemporary
biographers, Shri Ramachandra Buva
Solapurkar writes:
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“ShriPrabhu Maharaj used to know each
of his associates very closely. He had the
extraordinary capacity of assessing the
capability of each of them. He would never
encourage rumoursnor give credence toloose
talk. He would immediately tell the personon
his face whether he was telling the truth or
not. Yet he was considerate of the foibles and
idiosyncracies of the people and would treat
them in a kind and compassionate manner,
guiding them against the folly of getting such
pleasures. People who had ill-will for others
never succeeded in obtaining his blessings.
Peoplewhowould come to scoff athim, would
remain to pray and seek his blessings.
Consequently none went from the Darbar
without being satisfied in one way or the
other.”

“All had access to him, be he a thief, a
sinner, a Sadhu, a Sanyasi, an ignorant fool, a
learned Pundit, ahouseholder, afallen woman,
a poet, a dancer or a musician, all flocked to
the Darbar to perform Seva at his feet.
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Everyone, irrespective of caste, creed or
religion, rich or poor would stay for the Prasad,
which would be served alike to all without
discrimination. No one had any occasion to
hear words like ‘no” or ‘go” from anyone in
Maniknagar.”

It was the Darbar of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj and each one returned from there
with a satisfied and contented mind, for Shri
Prabhu was, indeed, the Wish Fulfilling Tree.
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09. Mahamantra

Shri Prabhuwas one day resting absorbed
in his own self, while his brother Nrisimha,
always devoted to him, was pressing his legs.
At that moment a strange thing happened.
Like a roll of thunder from the sky, words
suddenly rolled from Nrisimha’s lips, which
were subsequently accepted as the Birudavali
(Invocation) of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj.

SHRI
BHAKTA KARYA KALPADRUMA
GURUSARVABHAUMA
SHRIMADRAJADHIRAJA
YOGI MAHARAJA
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TRIBHUVANANANDA ADVAITA
ABHEDA NIRANJANA NIRGUNA
NIRALAMBA PARIPOORNA
SADODITA SAKALAMATASTHAPITA
SHRI SADGURU MANIK PRABHU
MAHARAJ K1 JAI

(5t TR TR eUgH TEATE HIH SgTaTieRTS ArfHgRs
FFHARTEATUA 3t Wge AT WY FERS Hil 5 |)

This glorious invocation describes Shri
Prabhu in his pristine form. Each of its words
describes an essential attribute of Shri Prabhu
and in doing so the form of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj stands before us. Even though the
physical form of Shri Manik Prabhu may not
be visible, his Akshara-rupa, immutable form
can be experienced by us.

All great events appear to happen
suddenly and unexpectedly. The invocation
or the Birudavali became the Maha-Mantra,
recitation of which was to bring immense
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relief and peace to innumerable devotees in
the years to come.

The spontaneous outpouring had a
dramaticeffect on thelife of Shri Prabhu.If we
believe that ShriPrabhuwas the manifestation
of ShriDattatreya, then we should understand
why we believe so. If peace and contentment
descendsonourmind, evenby mererepeating
of the Maha-Mantra, how much grace would
fall on us if we understand and assimilate the
meaning and significance of words contained
therein? It is said that in Kali Yuga the Nama-
Smarana, remembrance of the name of the
Lord alone is enough to cross the ocean of
Samsara. The Word, the Sound has greater
power concealed therein than one realises.

Nama (name) and Rupa (form) have great
significance in the spiritual advancement of a
human being. In fact the Nama has more
powerful impact than the Rupa. Itis therefore
rightly said that Rama-nama was more
powerful than Shri Ram himself and this fact
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the Lord himself was to experience in the
devotion of Hanuman. When the Maha-Mantra
is recited with all devotion, in the resonance
of that Mantra the form of Shri Manik Prabhu
comes to be expressed before the devotees.
The Maha-Mantraisbelieved to have the power
of the Gayatri to illumine and spiritualise the
human personality. Itis also considered to be
the verbal manifestation of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj.

This is the assurance of the Guru himself,
not just a statement. Therefore, in
understanding the literal meaning of each of
the words, one should endeavour to seek to
experience the psychicand the mystical Sound
of the words. Because words are no words, if
they do not stir feelings in the heart of human
beings. When even the plants and the animals
are said to experience and move with the
vibrancy of sound there is no reason, given
the inclination and determination, why the
human being should not experience the
spirituality of the Maha-Mantra.

96 * SHRIMANIK PRABHU : HIS LIFE AND MISSION



There is no doubt that the illumination is
the is the gift of God but the desire to have
suchillumination comesabout through Divine
Grace. The very first verse of Avadhoota Gita,
therefore, declares, “It is only with Grace of
God that in men with wisdom is born the
inclination for non-dual experience which
alone protects one from great fear”.

(FHRTIIEIEE YERZAaTEAT | HEgHauRETUT gHTOTHOSTTE |)

BHAKTAKARYAKALPADRUMA

Kalpadruma is a mythological wish
fulfilling tree. As Shri Prabhu was known to
respond to the sincere prayers of his devotees,
and to grant their wishes, in the Invocation he
is likened to that tree.

Is he just fulfiller of the desires of the
devotees? Surely not so. His dispensation is
neither whimsical nor erratic. The desire
should be for non-dual experience. Getting
rid of the miseries of human life means being
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ready for the divine life. Getting rid of human
miseries does not mean filling one’s life with
more physical wants which are nothing but
shackles. The Guru fulfills the Bhakta Karya
and Bhakta Karya is what benefits the devotee
most in spiritual aspirations and not what
pleases his senses.

Therefore, one should have
discrimination before one desire - ‘Nitya-
Anitya Viveka', as ShriShankaracharya putsit.
One should be able to discriminate between
the Truth and the un-Truth, the Eternal and
thenon-eternal, the good and thebad, between
whatis Proper and whatis Pleasant. In Katha
Upanishad (I.2) , Nachiketa is told by Yama
that before each person two choices are laid -
‘Preya’, one which pleases the senses and
therefore binds him to the miseries of Samsara
and ‘Shreya’, the one which is Proper and
therefore delivers him from the misery and
the bondage of the Samsara. The Wise one,
Dheera, chooses thatwhich Proper and thereby
gets liberated and the one of little
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understanding, attracted by the objects of the
senses, chooses that whichis pleasant, thereby
coming back to the miseries of Samsara
repeatedly. (S Sava AgerHawt Eie fafamfwii: |
gt e dRishEet ofid o wwgt Fm@wHTgeid |1)
Therefore, Shri Krishna assures Arjuna,
“....those who worship Me, meditating on Me
alone, to them who ever persevere, I bring
attainment of what they have not had and
security in what they have” (smwntara= @i &
S uguTed | dui frenfigwe dmad aemwrEd )
(Bhagavad Gita IX.22)

In like manner, those who devote
themselves to Shri Prabhu with all their heart
and soul, discarding personal needs born out
of selfish desires and induced by sense organs,
their actions being Satvic, Shri Prabhu comes
to help in the fulfillment of their actions.
Because it truly is Bhakta-Karya, the action
which will bring the devotee in communion
with the Guru. Bhakta is one who is not Vi-
Bhakta. Bhakta is one who is in communion
with the Lord, one who has“Advaita-Vasana’ -
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the desire for non-dual experience, which
according to Avadhoota Gita comes through
the Grace of God, which alone delivers one
from fear.

Therefore, whenever one desires to
propitiate Shri Prabhu through the Maha-
Mantra, it should be in the sense of complete
surrender of one’s self-centered ego, selfish
nature and by filling the heart and the mind
with noble thoughts and noble intent. Let,
therefore, our prayersbeborn out of humility.

Let us remember the instructions, the
commands (Adesha), the teaching (Upadesha)
contained in Taittiriya Upanishad (I.2.1)
“Speak the Truth. Practice virtue. Let there be
no neglect of your reading (the scriptures).
Having brought to the Teacher the wealth
that pleases him, do not cut the thread of the
offspring. Let therebe noneglect of Truth. Let
there be no neglect of virtue. Let there be no
neglect of welfare. Let there be no neglect of
prosperity. Let there be no neglect of study

100 % SHRI MANIK PRABHU : HIS LIFE AND MISSION



and teaching. Let there be no neglect of the
duties to the gods and the fathers.” (a=i ag |
R | AR TG | drEEE R aaeEe e, A/
TSl | HAT TGS | Wie AHAigaesd | Rt
TG | TEATHEEATRI 9 JAfeded | qafuqamEt= 1
wafeae |...)

Letusnotpray to the Lord in thismanner.
“nirvighnam kuru me deva SARVA karyeshu
sarvada” (TFAUE AETHE FHCHANH | ffded 3% A ga
wd wrg wdarll) Instead of “Sarva Karyeshu”
(good or bad, noble orignoble), let our prayer
be ‘SHUBHA Karyeshu Sarvada”. Let success
come to us in the performance of good, noble
deeds, not otherwise. In our ignorance, if we
perform unknowingly ‘A-shubha’ Karya (an
ignoble act), let the Lord bring impediments
and preventusfromundertaking and fulfilling
those actions.

Bhakta Karya, therefore, becomes the
performance of those actions which are
beneficial to the Devotees. Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj is the dispenser of such Bhakta Karya.
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GURU SARVABHAUMA

He is Supreme among all the Teachers.
Shri Dattatreya, whose essence Shri Manik
Prabhu Maharaj evidently is, was himself the
manifestation of the combined energy of
Brahma-Vishnu-Mahesh. Thatis the reason why
we pray: “Guru is Brahma, Guru is Vishnu,
Guruisverily, Mahaeshwar. Guru is the ultimate
Supreme Brahman. To such a Guru let my

adorationbe.” (TEstE TE{w; THEAT AEAR: | EEATET,
T a1 1)

SHRIMAD RAJADHIRAJA

Among the King of Kings, he is the most
auspicious one. In him is concentrated the
essence of Shri Dattatreya, the manifestation
of the triple-energy, the threefold Shaktis.

YOGI MAHARAJA

Among the Yogis, heis the great emperor.
InJabaladarshan Upanishad at the very outset,
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he is described as ‘Dattatreyo mahayogi
bhagavan bhutabhavanah/ chaturbhujo
mahavishnur yoga samrajya deekshitah” (gmri
HERINT W HTa: T wereEiemedtia: | 1) He
was also the wandering asceticlike Maheshvara,
with matted locks and body smeared with
ashes. He was both Vishnu as well as
Maheshwara. In Shri Prabhu’s life this aspect of
Bhogi and Yogi was perceived.

TRIBHUVANANANDA

Shri Prabhu was beyond the constraints
of Tri-Guna (three attributes), Tri-Kala (past,
present and future), bliss of all the three
worlds, of the human world, of the space and
of the heavens.

There, indeed, is a state which isbeyond,
when the attributes, the Gunas, inseparable
powers of equilibrium, movementand inertia,
become purified as Jyoti, Tapas and Shama.
That is the state of absolute Bliss, which is
incomparable even in the three worlds.
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ADVAITA

Non-dual. He was one with the Supreme
Brahman. He was the real Bhakta of the Lord,
having been in committed communion with
Him. He was aware of his real state of Being,
which is non-dual and blissful. It is like the
space being one with the Space, there
remaining no separate existence between the
Individual Self and the Universal Self. “Verily,
when thereis another, there one might see the
other, one might smell the other, one might
taste the other, one might speak to the other,
one might hear the other, one might think of
the other, one might touch the other, one
mightknow the other. Hebecomes like water,
the Seer without duality. This is the highest
goal; this is the highest treasure; this is the
highest world; this is his greatest bliss. One
particle of this very bliss other creatureslive.”
(= 4 grafea  TFTRIATFAT S+ACUTA 7
A ST S SR a1 ST UG ST [T
IR ST | Sfetet Tt gETgat Waed sralclih:
FuTfeld TR ATSEcHT TWISTT URAT  IT(RuTE
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UYHTHIOSUISTT UTHT A1 UWISETT UIH  ATAE
TARAIS ST ar Ammustat |) (Brihad
Aranyak Upanishad. IV.3.31-32)

ABHEDA

Having transcended all the five sheaths
of consciousness, Shri Prabhu is beyond
dichotomy. Thereisno separateness between
his individual Self and the Universal Self.
Both being in reality but one, there is no
distinction.

NIRANJANA

Heiswithoutdefects, ‘aham ekoniranjanah’
(T fass AATaSTARAeT | FEITE! TR
e 11) declares Shri Dattatreyain Avadhoota
Gita. The Brahman is Pure, without defects.

NIRGUNA

Without any attributes like Satva, Rajas
or Tamas. He is Brahman. Creation is said to
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come about when there is turmoil in the
balance of these three attributes. Since Shri
Prabhu has passed beyond these three
attributes, he is Nirquna, beyond the effects of
the modifications of the Gunas, the attributes.
He is ever free of the attributes and therefore
beyond being created.

NIRALAMBA

Heisnotdependent on anyone else. This
is difficult to explain. At the supra-conscious
level Brahman is independent of all others
while all others are dependent upon Him. As
Shri Krishna clarifies, “Whatever state of
beings there may be, be they Satvic, Rajasic or
Tamasic - know that they all flow from Me
alone. I am not in them, they are in Me” @ ==
T WIaT AT 3 | A Tafd aifeatg 7 g 9y
a @wfr1) (Bhagavad Gita VIL.12). When one
considers the meaning of the word
NIRALAMBA on an empirical level, where
the Lord descends to establish righteousness
amongst the erring humanity, we willhave to
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take the assistance of Bhagavat Purana (I1.2.2-
6) where the attributes of the person who is
wise, are narrated.

“Such are the words of the Vedas, that the
mind seeks gratification through names
without experiencing their real meaning.
Expecting happiness in the world of Illusion,
the soul wanders as though in sleep, without
realising true happiness. Therefore, the man,
who is wise, should associate with the objects
of the senses only for the maintenance of the
body and convinced at the same time of their
tutility, should never get attached to them. If
such happiness be possible due to one’s own
fate, then one should not strive for them
because that would only be avoidable labour.
When the earth is there, what need is there for
a bed? When nature has provided us with
arms, what need is there for pillows? When
one can hold food in the folds of the palms,
whatneed is there for adish? When thereis the
space and the barks of the trees, what need is
there for silken robes? Are there norags on the
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road or are there no trees on the roads that are
ever eager to give fruits and leaves unasked?
Have the rivers dried up or are the mouths of
caves blocked? Or has the Supreme Lord, Shri
Hari, denied protection to those who approach
him? Why then should the men who are wise
knock the doors of those who are blind with
the arrogance of wealth? Having thus decided,
the wise man should adore the Infinite and
Eternal Lord dwelling in his heart as the
beloved and the Ultimate Truth.”

(rTeae T sraror e e e s | afiyses
7 forgdsyl AR qrEET I || od: wiatay araed:
ey FaaEdrg: | fgsenda  aaq @ uiew @
e || e fardt fF i el @tag gueT
e | Fersatel T g fqaehargt afd o ggat: || =Rt
& ufar =1 wfva fewmfwa fagn S wya: aRAISERTH | 61
et frmfatsafa Sioae FT Fef waat SgHar ||
T Wfad wod va fag enenfirisyt wame: | d et
Frroranelt e SHeERequREed 7 | |)

This is the highest state of being non-
dependent upon any one other than one’s
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own Self. As Shri Krishna commends, “Let a
man exalt his Self by his own Self; let him not
degrade his Self. For Self aloneis the friend of
the Self and Self alone is the enemy of the Self’
(SERETHATHN ATCHMHAHTEI | AT ETeasl SeRTeda
fgures: |1)(Bhagavad Gita VI.5) This is what is
meant by the word NIRALAMBA.

PARIPOORNA

He is complete in himself. One who is
aware of the majesty of one’s Self is the Self
himself. “When it (the Self) is known through
every state of cognition, it is rightly known,
for (by such knowledge) one attains life
eternal. Through one’s own Self one gains
power and through wisdom one gains
immortality.” (afastufafed wewmmed f foared | e
famgd IRl ferermn famgasgaq 1l) (Kena Upanishad.
I1.4) One who knows the Self thus is a
Complete Person. “He who is here in the
person and he whois yonder in the Sun - heis
one. He who knows this, on departing from
this world, reaches to the Self which consists
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of Food, reaches the Self which consists of life,
reaches the Self which consists of Mind,
reaches the Self which consists of
Understanding, reaches the Self which consists
of Bliss” (¥ av=m qed | JvaeEiGd | T | 9T
faq | oeATgIHTEe | TAREHIATCATHUEF Tl | T
UTURRATCHTTHUERT | T AR TcATHIEsR™ G | Od
forT TR UEE A | TG AT ISR A |
dqy: vars wafd ||) (Taittiriya Upanishad. I1.8.1)

Shri Manik Prabhubeing Jeevanmuktahad
experienced the fullness of the majesty of the
Self even when he was alive in this body.

SADODITA

Like the Paramahamsa, the Divine Swan,
he was capable of distinguishing here in this
life itself “Shreya’ and the ‘Preya’, the Truth and
un-Truth. “When, toone whoknows, allbeings
have, verily, become one with his own Self,
then what delusion and what sorrow can there
be for him, who has seen the oneness?”

(Fferecaatfon qaaredafgaa: | a9 # A wIE
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wHeaaqueaa: |1) (Ishavosya Upanishad.7). He
revels ever in the knowledge of Experience.
Thebliss or delight which wisdom of Brahman
brings about is beyond any description. It is
something completely incomprehensible. As
the Seer putsit, “When the words return along
with the mind, not attaining It, he who
experiences that bliss of Brahman fears not
from any thing at all. For such one, verily, the
thought does not torment, Why have I not
done the right? Why have I done the sinful?
He who knows this, saves himself from these
(thoughts). For, truly from both these he saves
himself - he who knows this, Such is the Secret
Doctrine” (art amit frrared= | ST 7761 g | T Sl
fagm | 1 fadfa gawemfa || o g @1 9 7 qufq | fewg @y
AreReed | forwg urawsatata 1) (Taittiriya Upanishad.
[1.9.1-2). Therefore, Shri Prabhuis SADODITA,
ever living in the blissful state of realised self.

SAKALMATASHTHAPITA

Heis’samam hisarveshu’ (s fe &<y) - equal
towards all. He is the same to every one who
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approaches him. None is dear or hateful to
him. He is aware that whatever has been said
in every faith, creed or religion is but the
Eternal Truth, though the method of
expression has varied according to the time
and place and capacity of the person. Just
because the expression differs, the Truth does
not differ. As Shri Krishna declares in
Bhagavad Gita (IX.23), “Even those who are
the devotees of other gods and worship them
with faith, they also sacrifice to Me, O Arjuna,
though not in the right manner”. @sw==aqaa
HeRT ISt STt | AT e v At figEe g | |)

The time when Shri Prabhu took Avatar
was the time when unrighteousness, bigotry,
hatred etc. were at their highest peak. In the
world had spread the virus of distrustbetween
classes, castes, communities and religions.
The knowledge about the true nature of
religious beliefs and the ultimate reality was
lacking in people and they were becoming
more and more ignorant and superstitious. It
was at such a time that He took descent to put
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an end to these disparate, divisive forces
prevailing in society.

Shri Prabhu not only preached
SAKALMATA he also practised it in letter
and spirit. Once Gulam Mustafa Khan the
Tahasildar of Chitguppabeing impressed with
Shri Prabhu’s profound knowledge of the
holy Koran, approached him with a strange
proposal. He requested Shri Prabhu to
embrace Islam so that he could accept him as
his Murshad (teacher). He even went to the
extent of alluring Shri Prabhu with royal gifts
from the Nizam of Hyderabad. However, for
Shri Prabhu change of religion was a futile
exercise as he knew thatall religionsled to the
same goal. He immediately asked for a copy
of the holy Koran and read out the very first
verse from it which says, “Alhamdulillah Rab-
ul-Alamin” which means - Allah alone is
praiseworthy as He is the creator, sustainer
and the deliverer of the whole Universe. Shri
Prabhujocularly asked Gulam Mustafa Khan
to cite a single verse from the Koran wherein
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Allah is said to be the saviour of only
Musalmans, to which Gulam Mustafa had no
answer.

Only a great Teacher like Shri Prabhu can
realise the similarity, the common bond
between different faiths and religions and
bring about the state of ‘Samatvam’, the
equanimity. He was therefore the Sakalmata-
sthapita as well as the Sakalmata Acharya.

Oneshould understand the Maha Mantra
with thisbackground in view and the purpose
and the objective which Shri Prabhu had
placed before himself and his Sampradaya. Itis
for this purpose that both Nama and Rupa
should equally be understood. It is not
sufficient if we say that we venerate the
Teacher and notfollow his message. The Rupa
and Nama are not different. Once the Rupa is
removed form our sight it is the Nama which
guides us in our life. But Nama is not only the
name, written in alphabets. It is idea behind
the name. While Rupa is the visible symbol of
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the Nama, Nama is the vocal symbol of the
Rupa. These are the principles which are
required tobe apprehended by theintellectas
well as by the consciousness. While the Rupa
is the outer form the Nama is the inner soul.

Namaand Rupatogether make the person.
The Namais not purely the name but theidea,
the archetype, the essential character,
consciousness and the Rupa is the existential
context, the visible embodiment of the idea.
In every object these two elements do exist.
But while the form may change the idea still
remains the same. The different Nama-Rupas
are the differentiated conditions of the one
Nama, the Universal Consciousness. This the
significance and the fundamental basis of all
religions. This what Sakalmata stands for.

Therefore we should pray with the Vedic
Seers.

Assemble; speak with one another.
Let your minds be of one accord.

MAHAMANTRA % 115



As ancient gods unanimous

enjoyed their portions,

May your aim be common,

your assembly be common.

Common be the mind,

and the thoughts be united.

A common purpose do I lay before you,
To worship with your common ablation.
Common be your aim

and your hearts united.

Your mind be one,

So that all may happily live together.

(FTeste Hagtd | a A AT, | a1 W I g S
IJUTEA || T W ARG S TAE W9 dg fae |
FHATH A o T A gfoT S[eltH || ST 9 ST
HAMT AT & | TATHE], a1 A1 T 9 GEETid |1)

116 % SHRI MANIK PRABHU : HIS LIFE AND MISSION



10. Saints and
Kings flock to him

hri Manik Prabhu Maharaj

accepted his role as ‘Sakalamata

Samsthapak’, the consolidator of
thediverse paths towards Godhead and seeing
theintensity of his austerity and therefulgence
of his Yogic powers, no one had any doubts
that he was really the embodiment of Shri
Dattatreya, a descent to save humanity with
his “‘Svatma Samavitti Upadesha’ or through
Sakalmata Sampradaya and as the Guru-
Sarvabhouma (The Preceptor of Preceptors)
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Shri Prabhu was dear to Shaivas as well
as Vaishnavas. Naths, Mahanubhavaas,
Gosavis, Avadhoots, Varkaris, Ramadasis,
Shaktas and even to Sufis. Consequently his
followers were Brahmins as well as non-
Brahmins. Hindus as well as Muslims Shri
Shripad Vallabh. ShriNarsimha Saraswatiand
Shri Manik Prabhu who are considered as Shri
Dattatreya’s manifestations in Kaliyuga had
the same traits of universal vision and message.

Many incidents during Shri Prabhu’s life
time are demonstrative of his capabilities as
the Preceptor of Preceptors. Not only the lay
folk but also men of great spiritual wisdom
are known to have flocked to him for the light
he could shed on their spiritual path. While
allincidents may be difficult tobe narrated in
detail, some main events need to be recorded
toshow the greatrespectand veneration with
whichhe washeld by many of the well known
and revered saints, who unhesitatingly looked
up to him as the manifestation of Shri
Dattatreya.
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Apartfrom Sanyasis and learned Brahmins
flocking to him for advice, well known heads
of established Maths ad even some realised
souls came to his Darbar for solace and
solutions accepting him as the manifestation
of Shri Dattattreya.

One such incident is the difference
between the two Maths of Shri
Shankaracharya, the one at Shringeri and the
one at Hampi, which vied with one another
for leadership in propagating Shri
Shankaracharaya’s teachings in the areas
controlled by the Nizam. The head of the
Hampi Mathswas propagatingin the Nizam's
territory considering his Maths independent
of Shringeri while the Head of the Shringeri
Math, Shri Narsimha Bharati VIII, considered
the Hampi Maths as subservient to the
Shringeri Math and that therefore it should
propagate under the supervision of the
Shringeri Math. This difference of opinion
could notberesolved forlong till they accepted
the arbitration of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj.
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Many followers of both the Maths were
constant visitors to Maniknagar and knew the
intensity of the spiritual powers of Shri Manik
Prabhu Maharaj. It was therefore agreed that
the Acharayas of both Shringeri and Hampi
should come over to Maniknagar to find an
amicable solution to the dispute. Accordingly,
HisHoliness Shri Narshimha Bharati VIII visited
Maniknagar where he was received with the
great pomp and respect. After discussing the
matter with Acharya, ShriPrabhu finally offered
the solution which became acceptable to both
Acharyas. Both Shringeri and Hampi Maths
have given letters of authority and distinction
to Shri Manik Prabhu Samsthan which are
relevant even today.

It isawell known fact that Shri Akkalkot
Swami Maharaj came over to Akkalkot as if
from nowhere and his origin is not known at
all. When he was asked, he said that he was
originally from Himalayanregion from where
he wandered over many places till he came
over finally to Akkalkot.
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However, before he came over to
Akkalkot, he lived secluded of three days in
the company of Shri Manik Prabhu. It is not
known what transpired between them.
Apparently, Shri Akkalkot Swami Maharaj
was desirous of staying on in Maniknagar, to
which Shri Prabhu said tohave remarked that
a tree would not grow under the shade of
another huge tree and that therefore, Swamiji
should go and settle at Akkalkot. Swamiji left
for Akkalkot and stayed there during all his
temporal life. Akkalkot Swami Maharaj came
tobeaccepted asa Vibhootiof ShriDattatreya.
Heisreported to have directed people to Shri
Prabhu saying “Go to Maniknagar, where
sits my elder brother”

Similarly, ShriSaiBaba of Shirdiis said
to have visited Shri Prabhu prior to settling
down in Shirdi. Historians tell us that when
he visited Maniknagar Shri Manik Prabhu
was sitting in Darbar. Shri Sai Baba dressed
as a Fakeer came before Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharajand extending his Lota (cup) before
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him said. “Prabhuji, fill this cup.”

At that time Shri Prabhu’s brother Shri
Tatya Saheb was sitting nearby having a
discussion with some Pandits. He was
directed by Shri Prabhu to fill the Fakeer’s
‘Lota’ (bowl), but the Lota would not fill up
no matter how much money Tatya Saheb
would putin to it. Shri Tatya Saheb looked
to Shri Prabhu in bewilderment. Shri
Prabhu, with his divine vision was able to
recognise the Fakeer as a realised soul and
put two dry dates and some flowers in the
Lota and said smilingly “Sai, take it”.
Miraculously, the Lota filled up but the
Fakeer took only the dry dates and flowers
saying “This much is enough for me” and
turned the Lota upside down to pour out
more money that it could have been filled
with Giving due respects to Shri Manik
Prabhu Maharaj. The Fakeer left the place.

Shri Brahma Chaitanya Maharaj of
Gondavale waswandering in quest of a Guru.
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In this quest he visited Maniknagar and met
Shri Prabhu. Shri Prabhu received him with
greataffectionand suggested thathebe patient
and that at the appropriate time he would
meet his Guru. Satisfied Shri Brahma
Chaitanya Maharaj went on his way.

Both Hindus as well as Muslims used to
flock to Maniknagar. Muharram and Gyarahvi
(the death anniversary of Mahaboob Subhani)
were celebrated with as much enthusiasm as
the Hindu festivals. Consequently many Peers,
(Muslim saints) came to visit Maniknagar to
have Shri Prabhu’s Darshan and seek his
blessings.

The fifth Nizam of Hyderabad Meer
Afzaluddula was childless. He was aware
of Shri Prabhu’s divine powers. He was
advised by his noblemen that he should
seek Shri Prabhu’s blessings for progeny.
The Nizam sent one of his noblemen
Apparao Arab to Maniknagar with a gift of
aJageer for Shri Prabu worth Sixty thousand
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rupees in lieu of Prasad (blessing) for a
child. When Apparao Arab reached
Maniknagar and presented the papers of
the Jageer to Shri Prabhu and requested
him to give Prasad to the Nizam, Shri Prabhu
smiled and said “ I am a Fakeer, what will I
do with this Jageer? My Lord “Datta
Dayaghana” has given me the empire of
the three worlds, why should I crave for
such small gifts form mortal men. Tell your
master thatlamnotinterested ina accepting
this Jageer. However I shall give Prasad to
the Nizam for progeny. He will be blessed
with a son. Tell him to name the boy
‘Mahaboob.” Apparao Arab returned to
Hyderabad wonderstruck with Shri
Prabhu’s‘Vairagya’ (non attachment)Indue
course the Nizam was blessed with a son
who later ruled Hyderabad as Meer
Mahabooob Ali Pasha.

Similarly Nama Saheb II, Peshwa of Pune
had senthisemissary Rangarao to Maniknagar
to seek Shri Prabhu’s blessings for the great
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military upsurge he was then planing against
the British (mutiny of 1857)

The great and the ordinary, the rich and
the poor, the saints and the sinners all flocked
to Shri Prabhu to seek his divine blessings.
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11. Mahasamadhi

other Bayadevi, brothers Shri

Hanumantand Shri Nrisimha

and Devi Venkamma acted as
the four corner pillars, with Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj at the center, for the spiritual center
in Maniknagar but strange events were to
follow. Once Maniknagar started taking a
definite shape, one by one the central
characters started departing from the scene.
First Shri Hanumant followed by Mother
Bayadevi then Shri Nrisimha and Devi
Venkamma, all gave up their mortal coils
withinashortspan of only sixmonths, leaving
ShriPrabhu alone on the scene. There seemed
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to be some purpose in all these successive
events. Shri Prabhu wanted to see that these
spiritual pillars were liberated from their
mortal coils prior to his departure from the
scene.

Shri Prabhu himself was not constrained
by the gross body. He had realised his Self.
Therefore, there was no need for him to be
liberated from the shackles of the body. He
was a Jeevanmukta, liberated even when alive.
He had won over both birth and death. He
was beyond the dualities of Life, having been
aware of his essential nature. Nothing that
wasnothis Self was of any concern to him. He
lived like the lotus leaf, unconcerned by the
effect of the senses on hisbody or on the mind.

Yet he was controlled by the same Lord
who had created him. His knowing the Lord
was his knowing the forces which controlled
him. So, when he realised that the time had
come for him to shed his mortal coil and
merge in the Infinite, he considered seriously
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the future course to be laid down for the
mission to continue, which was as important
as the manner in which he would discard the
gross body. Since people were already shell-
shocked with the passing away of Mother
Bayadevi, Brothers Hanumant and Nrisimha
and Devi Venkamma, Shri Prabhu was
reluctant to confide in his devotees, the time
of his own departure. He took only three or
four persons into his confidence, they who
were closely associated with the Sampradaya
and who understood the significance of his
Avatar. Even though they were shocked with
what Shri Prabhu had to confide in them,
being spiritually advanced, they accepted the
fact as ordained by the Lord himself.

The news was keptin utmost confidence
and all the required work was carried out
with a smile on the face but with remorse in
the heart. Shri Prabhu realised the difficulties
through which he was making them pass.
Whatwastohappen tohim would alsohappen
to them when the time came. In that way he
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was preparing them tolive with death as their
nearest companion. He would advise them,
“You think thatoncel take Samadhieverything
will end and I will no more be available to
you. What you will miss is the sight of my
Grossbody, butmy Self, the spirit within, will
ever remain with you to guide you without
your realising that fact. There will not be any
breach in your spiritual path. Remember that
decay and destruction of the gross body is
certain. When every breath has already been
numbered and assigned what is the purpose
of grieving?”

Shri Prabhu’s words were soothing, yet
each one dreaded the moment to come. They
wished that the Sun would notriseand another
day would not be born but the Sun does rise
every day and the day is born thereby. Like
the Sun, Shri Prabhu was going through his
ordained tasks unconcerned.

One day, a small boil was noticed on Shri
Prabhu’s back. He would jocularly remind
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his associates that Yama’s message has been
received. For the others,itwasa grimreminder
of the fateful day. Shri Prabhu consoled them,
“Itis good that my work here is now coming
to an end. You will all be able to carry the
mission further by the Energy which I will be
leaving behind. What's the use of remaining
alive in this worthless body when the work is
complete?”. He supervised the place where
he was to take Samadhi. The pit was dug in all
secrecy and no one in Maniknagar could get
even a breath of it.

Soon the auspicious month of
Margashirsha arrived. Did Shri Krishna not
declare in Bhagavad Gita (X.35) that “of the
months, I am Margashirsha”? (geeam e ar=i
T SeEA™EH | AT ARG SEaAl FHATE: |1)
Blissfully unaware of theimpending calamity
that was to fall on Maniknagar, the people
were getting ready to celebrate the annual
ShriDatta Jayanti festivities. People from great
distances were pouring in every day.
Somehow thatyear was considered auspicious
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for Muslims also. Consequently, Shri Prabhu’s
Muslim devotees also came in thousands.

Astime passed, Shri Prabhu’shealth was
deteriorating steadily. The small boil was
getting bigger and more painful. Yet, Shri
Prabhu’s face bore no trace of the pain and it
wasblissful and tranquil as ever. On the tenth
day of Margashirsha, Shri Prabhu decided to
summon the Darbar, so that people could
havehisfinal Darshan. Allarrangements were
made for Shri Prabhu to sit in as comfortable
a position as was possible. The occasion was
to become so spiritually surcharged that Shri
Prabhu as well as the close associates forgot
for the time being the impending disaster.

The next day was Ekadashi, the eleventh
day of the month. For Hindus it is one of the
most auspicious days. Itis the day when Sage
Durvasa, elder brother of Shri Dattatreya won
over his anger and received the Grace of Shri
Vishnu. Incidentally this is also the day on
which, thousands of years ago Shri Krishna
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delivered the message of Bhagavad Gita to
Arjun. This day is observed as Gita Jayanti.
This 29th day of the month of November 1865
was the day on which Shri Prabhuhad decided
to take Samadhi and merge his Self with the
Supreme Self.

There were, however, some final deeds
to be done by Shri Prabhu. He had not taken
Sanyas as prescribed in the Shastras. In fact he
had already reached the stage which was
beyond the four stages, Ashramas. He was a
Jeevanmukta, Avadhoota, Paramhamsa. All the
same, the right thing should be done before
one takes the final step. So he got himself
initiated in Sanyas Ashrama. He then called the
two sons of his brother Nrisimha and blessed
them. He garlanded the elder son Manohar
and covered him with the shawl which was
used by him. Thus the line of succession to the
Gadi was laid down for all to know. Covering
Manohar with the shawlwasnotjustasymbol
of affection but also of authoritative transfer
of the Eternal Energy of Shri Manik Prabhu
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Maharaj to this young child who was wise
and pure like Shri Dakshinamurti. Thus the
Guru-Parampara of Shri Manik Prabhu
Sampradaya was established for all time to
come.

Having done this Shri Prabhu started
walking towards the hut where the pit was
dug. With his face glowing with extraordinary
spiritual splendour, Shri Prabhu took each
step. It was like the space merging within the
space leaving no trace whatsoever. For Shri
Prabhu the occasion wasjoyous for it was like
going back to the origin from where he had
started. He satin the pitin Padmasana, forcing
his Kundalini to rise and reach the
Brahmarandhra. The pit was closed slowly by
the close associates, in a mood that was
surcharged with spiritual fervour. What does
one feel when one passes through such a
course?

Taittiriya Upanishad (II1.10.5) gives us a
glimpse of the experience of the traveller.
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“Let one contemplate That as adoration; then
his desires pay adoration to Him. Let one
contemplate That as Supreme, he becomes
possessed of That Supreme. He whoisherein
the person and he who is yonder in the Sun,
he is one. He who knows this, on departing
from thisworld, reaching on to that Self which
consists of food, reaching on to that Self which
consists of life, reaching on to that Self which
consists of mind, reaching on to that Self
which consists of understanding, reaching on
to that Self which consists of bliss, goes up
and down these worlds eating food he desires,
assuming the form he desires. He sits singing
the chant : Oh Wonderful, Oh Wonderful, Oh
Wonderful”.

(AT T | ST IR | TARATCH T3 [Od
UVHIATCHTATEH T | Td AR AuE s+ | od
TIAARIATATHUEF T | CAATA-GHAATCATAIE 4 |
THIGIHTHTHTE FTAECATE I | T T | E39RT3g
g3 11

In this Upanishadic hymn some of the
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important words merit reappraisal. The first
one is ‘pretya’, “asmallokat pretya”, crossing
over from this world. The word ‘pretya’ is
translated, “after the death of the body’; it is
made up of ‘pra’ + ‘itya’ = ‘pretya’. ‘Pra’ is
giving up, crossing over and ‘itya’ is going
away. Thus the Self which decides tomergein
Samadhi in the equanimous mind gives up its
attachment withitsbody or crosses over from
the sheaths of the body, of the breath etc.
When the Self is dwelling in the body, it can
with determined will, raise the Kundalini
Power from Mooladhar to Brahmarandhra.

The news of Shri Prabhu having taken
Samadhi was kept secret till Pournima, lest the
grieving crowds might vitiate the solemn and
serene occasion, in their ignorance of the
significance of the event. When they came to
the Gadi for Shri Prabhu’s Darshan as usual,
before they departed from Maniknagar, they
were shocked to hear the news. They rushed to
the hut in uncontrollable grief. Close devotees
and associates had to pacify the crowd.
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When Shri Sadguru Manik Prabhu
Maharaj attained Samadhi, devotees were in
despair. It is a great paradox of life that even
though people say that they have faith in the
words of the Guru, when he is seen with these
gross eyes, the same devotees tend to be
sceptical when the Guru is no more visible to
them nor are his words audible to the human
ears. ShriPrabhuhad assured time and again,
his continued presence in Maniknagar.
However, the faith of devotees often appears
brittle, when the object of veneration is
removed from sight. People are so accustomed
to lean on the wooden staff that even when
they are told that they can dispense with it
they are reluctant to have confidence in those
assurances as well as in their own self. This
does not mean that one should not draw
strength and sustenance from some powerful
energy but to assume that the Energy will
itself take us to salvation is fooling ourselves.
Whileit givesmomentum in the firstinstance,
further steps on the travel have to be taken by
the aspirant himself.
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Knowing human folly, the compassionate
Guru does take steps to provide for his
devoteesanobjectof venerationand amedium
for communication who takes his place after
him. Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu was the
designated medium of Shri Manik Prabhu.
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12. Shri Manohar
Manik Prabhu

(1858-1877)

hen some of the close
associates of Shri Prabhu
saw that Shri Prabhu’s

health was slowly deteriorating, they were
concerned about the future of the Sampradaya
and what arrangements would be made to
continue the glorious Sampradaya. Many who
considered the matter as a temporal and
administrative arrangement were guided by
their own likings and preferences regarding
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who should ascend the Gadi. In spiritual
matters such decisions are not taken on a
temporal consideration but on a spiritual
consideration. Itis the Divine Willand not the
human preference that prevails in such
matters. Therefore, Shri Prabhu had also not
opened his mind on this matter even to his
closest associates. Even though their concern
was genuine, they should have felt assured
that Shri Prabhu, having established the
Sampradaya, would also provide the agency
for continuing it.

People, however, had no patience or
possibly they had their own self-interest.
Therefore, evenbefore Shri Prabhu could spell
out his views, many enthusiastic persons,
who had taken over on themselves the
responsibility of managing the Samsthan, had
already commenced the search forasuccessor.
They evenfound oneintelligent young person
in Bhalki town who appeared suitable to them.
They suggested this person to Shri Prabhu
and “advised” him to take this young man as
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his Shishya. Shri Prabhu kept quiet and did
not express any opinion about the young
person, who was also known to him and in
fact was quite close to him.

A good person or a good manager need
notnecessarily bea good leader of the masses,
especially in matters which are Spiritual in
nature. It is the Divine will and not human
consideration or convenience which decides
these matters. Shri Prabhu, having in hismind
already chosen his successor, did not
announce this till just prior to taking Samadhi.

Itappeared thatShri Prabhu had, through
his divine vision, already selected an able and
meritorious successor in Shri Manohar, his
nephew. Shri Prabhu had seen in him the
intense austerity of all his past lives and the
required preparedness for taking the
responsibility. How proper was the choice
only time was to tell. Shri Manohar was not
onlyintelligentas a child buthad shown great
spiritual capacity in his very childhood. He
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seemed not only to have had the desire for
non-dual relationship with the Brahman but
already seemed tohave established himselfin
that state of Bliss.

When Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu took
over the charge of Shri Manik Prabhu
Samsthan, he seemed to have been fully
energised to cope with the responsibility
assigned to him. With the devoted followers
of the Sampradaya he delved deep in both
spiritual and temporal matters pertaining to
the Samsthan. He organized the financial
matters of the Samsthanin such away thatthe
spiritual activities of the Samsthan as well as
its administrative matters could smoothly be
continued. He was very particular and
concerned thattheritualsand festivities which
were being conducted during Shri Prabhu’s
time should be continued uninterruptedly.

Since he left the responsibility of
managing the temporal matters of the
Samsthan to his brother Shri Khanderao, he
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was free to look after the spiritual matters
concerning the Sampradaya. Whenhe ascended
the Gadi he was hardly seven years of age but
it seemed that he had already traversed miles
on the spiritual path. Great mystics are fully
aware of their past lives and therefore, they
restart from where they had left in their
previouslife. He mastered Sanskritin addition
to Marathi, Kannada and Hindi in no time.
His deep understanding of the Vedas and
Upanishads was marvelled at by all those
who came in contact with him. He was not
only aseerbutalsoanexceptional poet. During
the entire period of twelve years when he was
on the Gadi as Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu,
he created a mass of literature codifying the
Pooja, Abhishek, Upasana and other rituals
which are still prevalent in Maniknagar. He
composed innumerable Stotras, Shlokas,
Ashtakas and Bhajans in Sanskrit as well as in
regional languages, establishing, if at all it
was necessary, that Shri Prabhu had chosen
his successor well.
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He was indeed an Avatar, for rarely do
we come acrossin the Indian spiritual horizon
a child prodigy like him, comparable to Shri
Sanatkumar brothers, Shri Shuka, Shri
Shankaracharya or Shri Dnyaneshwar. He
was a great Yogi and lived the life of a pure
realised soul. His constant communion with
the Supreme Self was making him yearn to
merge his individual Self with the Universal
Self. Even as he was designing the temple
over the Samadhi of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj, he was also contemplating within
himself for creating a niche where he would
rest in due time to come. He would exclaim
often, “How beautiful and quiet a place is
this? A fit place for a Yogi to sit and meditate
for all the eons to come”. However, none
could read his mind at that time and that was
as it should be.

While remaining himself a celibate, he
saw that the family of Shri Prabhu would not
end. So he got his brother Shri Khanderao
married to the daughter of Shri Bapacharya,

SHRI MANOHAR MANIK PRABHU % 143



who was one of the close associates of Shri
Manik Prabhu Maharaj. Shri Khanderao was
twelve years of age at that time. His entire
time was devoted to the supervision of the
affairs of the Samsthan, without any leisure
for him to be educated or engage himself in
spiritual sadhana. This came to the attention of
Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu. He gave him
initiation in spiritual matters and made him
conversant with the Vedas, the Upanishads
and other scriptures. In time to come Shri
Khanderao became so engrossed in these
subjects that his knowledge of Mantra Shastra
was considered very commendable.

When Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu
realised that Shri Khanderaohad become well
versed in all the scriptures, rites and rituals
and was thus qualified to look after the
spiritual needs of the Sampradaya, he decided
to take Samadhi. The news came as a shock to
the devotees. Surely this was not the age for
the Maharaj to take Samadhi. Besides, there
was much work ahead to consolidate the
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values prescribed by Shri Manik Prabhu. Even
though the foundations were properly laid
down by Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu, it was
expected that he would also lead the
Sampradayafor somemore years to consolidate
its values and principles.

In the tradition laid down by Shri Manik
PrabhuMaharaj, Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu
also got himself initiated in Sanyas. On an
auspicious day (28th October 1877), he took
his seat in the underground cellar which he
had got constructed for himself behind the
Samadhi of Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj. Then
sitting in Yogic Padmasana, controlling his
breath, he merged his breath with the Primal
Breath. Thus, Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu
merged in the Infinite Bliss, the Brahman.

6&@&@%&/@
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13. Shri Martand
Manik Prabhu

(1861-1936)

declares: “Time am I, grown mature

by destroying the worlds and ever
engaged in subduing the worlds” (F@iste
ARATFIIG! ATRHTRGHE Hw: | FASTY ot 7 Aiaete
T Asaferan yerwrg A |) Here the Time referred
to by the Lord is the PRESENT MOMENT,
that which is NOW. The Lord never lives in
the conventional time, which is made of Past,
Present and Future. Because the Past is the

In Bhagvad Gita, (X1.32) Shri Krishna
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Present Moment which haslapsed in the Past.
The Future is the Present Moment which is
yet to come. Thus, both the Past and the
Future are worlds created by the concepts of
the Mind. The Lord, who is Truth remains
always in the Present Moment. Therefore, he
is known only when the Past and the Future,
which are the Worlds of Becoming, are
destroyed. The Lord is thus always engaged
in the destruction and subduing of the
concepts of Past and Future.

The Lord is thus present as the
Immutable, ever stable in his essential aspect.
Truth does not change with conventional
Time. The medium may change but the Truth
remains ever. Similar is the case with the
Sampradaya initiated by Shri Manik Prabhu.
The assurance which he had giveninhis time,
he was fulfilling through one or the other
powerful medium in the years to come. If the
medium itself had notbeen well qualified and
capable, the assurance would not have been
sustained. Therefore, even though the seat

SHRI MARTAND MANIK PRABHU % 147



was vacated by the gross human body of
Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj, the Powerful
Truth, the essential Truth continued to
remain ever established and ever vibrant in
ever increasing glory.

Consequently, each of the successors of
Shri Manik Prabhu was possessed of the Shakt,
the Divine Energy, to further enhance the
glory of the Sampradaya as its torch bearer.
Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu had little time,
only twelve years, to consolidate and make
the pedestal strong and lasting. Shri
Khanderao, who took the name of Shri
Martand Manik Prabhu onascending the Gadi,
had fifty eight years. The Divine Will has its
own scheme according to which it operates.
Neither the Lord nor his Cosmic Laws are
whimsical. Spiritual initiation is not like
conventional initiation. What is needed to be
considered is the spiritual time.

When the responsibility of the Gadi fell
onShri Martand Manik Prabhu, he visualized
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a large spectrum of spiritual awakening
among the devotees. To speak about Satya is
to speak about Existence, the Eternity. There
isno such thing as Hinduism; thereis only the
Sanatana Dharma, Universal Perennial
Principles.

Shri Martand Manik Prabhu was more
practical and was an activist in spiritual
matters. He took it upon himself to explain
the basic tenets of Dharma, the Perennial
Principles. He mastered philosophy because
that was the science of life. Adhyatma Vidya is
not only the manifestation but is the Lord
himself. In Gita (X.32) he declares
“adhyatmavidya vidyanam” (somsrfeaza ae
darEAsd | eeATeRfasnt famm=i arg: wagamEd ||).
Consequently in his book “Dnyan Martand”
which was his Magnum Opus, even while
explaining the Sakalamata Sampradaya, he gave
vocal expression to his universal vision. His
exposition was easy to understand and could
be assimilated even by a lay person. Anyone
who makes a Sankalpa (resolve) to come one
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stepnearer the essence of God has this source-
book at hand.

Learned thinkers spoke about the lucidity
of his exposition. The Pundits of Varanasi
called him “Abhinava Shankaracharya” . He was
a tireless writer in Marathi, Hindi and
Kannada. Hisabhangas are full of philosophical
truths. His other books, ‘Guru Sampradaya’,
‘Mahamauna Shataka” and ‘Manik
Nirvikalpabodha” have proved immensely
beneficial for the followers of the sampradaya
inunderstanding its true values. For one who
has gone through the lives of the persons who
have ascended the Gadi, one thing becomes
clear. Thereisadefinite scheme for exposition
of Truth according to the time and the need of
the people. While Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj
sourced the Primal Energy, Shri Manohar
Manik Prabhu gaveit the mystical foundation
by laying down theritesand therituals, stotras
and shlokas of worship and adoration. Then
came the time of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu
to explain the philosophy behind the
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Sampradaya, the meaning and the intentbehind
the Energy which is being handed over from
one generation to the other.

Shri Martand Manik Prabhu was not
merely a philosopher but also a practitioner.
A sadhaka as well as an Anubhavi. It is one
thing to know Truth intellectually and quite
different a thing to feel and experience IT.
Thisis possible only for those who are seeped
in austerities. Hehad mastered Mantra Shastra
and had exceptional Yogic powers. Inspite of
all these attainments he was like a child and
his heart melted for the devotees. His stern
exterior belied his immense love and
compassion. He was , indeed, a rare
combination of Jnana, Bhakti and Vairagya.

He was not content to sit in the ivory
tower and contemplate on the Eternal
Brahman. He was as much concerned with
the life of the common people and the travails
through which they were passing. He travelled
throughout the length and breadth of the
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country to propagate the Shri Manik Prabhu
Sampradaya, which alone would lift the
people from the misery of Samsara. People
were awestruck by his imposing personality
and words of wisdom.

When it was found that devotees of the
Sampradaya had spread throughout India, he
decided to publish amagazine to disseminate
the message of the Sampradaya. He named the
monthly magazine “Sakalamatacharya Shri
Manik Prabhu” and the firstissue was released
on Datta Jayanti in December 1921. The main
objective of the magazine, which was penned
by Shreeji himself, was to put concisely the
entire philosophy of the Sampradaya. He
wrote:

“Our purpose is to exchange thoughts
with our readers. There should not be any
enmity amongst any persons. Spreading love
and compassion all around to remove the
misery, is our purpose. This is the cardinal
teaching of Shri Prabhu. This message should
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be spread around the world. This is our
objective.”

“Wemay reiterate that the foundation on
which this Sampradayaisbased is LOVE. There
exists, therefore, no scope for any enmity. Just
as the bees select honey irrespective of the
type of the flowers, our Sampradaya believes
in collecting all the essentialsfrom all religions,
creeds and beliefs and offering them in
collected form at the feet of Shri Prabhu.”

“Shri Prabhu Sampradaya does not
depend on following one or the other path. It
depends exclusively on reflection and
meditation of Jnana. Each one should try to
acquire Jnana, following the Path laid down
by hisown casteand creed. Thisis the principle
adopted by this Sampradaya.”

Keeping Shruti and Dharma intact,
Respect other’s beliefs infact.

In each one’s heart is seated the soul,
Don’t be critical of another’s role.
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This is the teaching of
SAKALAMATA SAMPRADAYA.

(Sgferert eI FehawaTa avaT | FaTwR ATCHT TRt o= fiwat ||)

“All religions and creeds in the world
have a common source and also a common
goal. Only due to ignorance does one see the
differences. In fact all are woven with the
common thread of LOVE. Thereisnoneed for
conflict. This has been so declared in our
Sampradaya. There isnoneed to influence Shri
Prabhu or any one in higher or lower grades,
nor is there any need to offer wealth. If there
exists sufficient Shraddha and Love, then one
gets the highest stage and grace from Shri
Prabhu. This has been so declared in our
Sampradaya.”

“The Lord who has manifested in this
Sampradaya is the all pervading Brahman. He
is not subject to Time or Space. He is
universally and eternally experiencing the
Blissful state of Existence. He is of
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Indescribable form of LOVE. Therefore,
whichever path the Jiva and Shiva, the disciple
and the Teacher take, the Gross and the Subtle
become one. That is the Path of Brahman.”

“Vedanta Dharma is capable of becoming
the sole representative of all the religions of
the world. All the existing religions of the
world can have access to our Dharma. Moses
of Israel, Jesus of the Christians, Paigambar of
the Muslims are the same as Shri Prabhu; of
the Jains, of the Buddhists or of the
Zoroastrians, the Supreme God is the same as
ours.”

“Not only that, even atheism of the
atheists is symbolised as our God. The
followers of such Dharma can never have
enmity with any other beliefs.”

“Therefore, we propose to make known
this Wisdom widely to the world, so that
ignorance may be destroyed entirely and
knowledge and wisdom may increase. The
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sorrows will disappear. All will have Peace.
Alien chains will be cut asunder and this will
give freedom to all. Shri Prabhu will spread
his Grace and Compassion on all”.

The Philosophy of Shri Manik Prabhu
Sampradaya could not have been more
forcefully and effectively stated than by what
has been enunciated by Shri Martand Manik
Prabhu Maharaj. In fact, his thoughts almost
reverberate the words of Shri Dattatreya,
“Liberationis Liberation when oneisliberated
while still in the body, The (mere) liberation
with the fall of the body is similar to the
liberation of the dogs and pigs. Even as the
Sun illumines the whole world, so does
Brahman. (One who realises this) the
immanence in all creatures is said to be
liberated while alive.” (Sfa=jfee= = qfe: A fuve
uA A1 G T || T FEn iewd s W I |
Fafedd weEi stagfe: | 39 |1) (Jeevanmukta
Gita 2 & 4) Similarly he said, “All that forms
the quintessence of the final teaching of Veda,
of Wisdom and of special scriptures is this --
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I am Self, formless and of all pervading
nature” . (FEFAHREEEE S fIET=Ha T | TEATHT (FHR:
Faemdt wwrEa: ||) (Avadhoot Gita 1.5)

Shri Martand Manik Prabhu was the
perfect embodiment of the Samanvaya,
equipoise. His entire life bears testimony to
this fact. His temporal life and the problems
which it brought for him, did not disturb his
inner composure or peace. He was a perfect
Jnani, a Stithaprajnaa Gunateeta. Asmentioned
in Gita (I1.56), “He whose mind is untroubled
in the midst of sorrows and is free from eager
desires amidst pleasures, he, from whom
passion, fear and anger have passed away, he
is called a sage of settled intelligence
(Stithaprajna)” (3@saqfgaaan. guy fom@egs: |
ey femefe=d 1)

The magazine collected all the Bhajans
composed by Shri Manik Prabhu and Shri
Manohar Manik Prabhu. The Stotras, Ashtakas
etc. composed by Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu
also found a place here. In addition Shreeji
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was also writing extensively explaining the
different aspects of the Sanatana Dharma but
later, since his time was required for other
important purposes, the magazine became
irregular and had to be discontinued
ultimately. This was a great loss to the
Sampradaya.

However, he saw to it that he completed
his Magnum Opus, “Dnyan Martand”, the
treatise which explained all the fundamental
principles which the Sampradaya stood for
and for which it came tobe established. While
itis true thatall the Bhajans contain the essence
of the teachings of all those who have graced
the Gadi, itis never the less necessary that this
book should beread as one of the fundamental
expositions of the Sampradaya by one who
desires to know what the Sampradaya really
stands for and how vast was the vision of Shri
Manik Prabhu and how deep was the insight
of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu. Vedas and
Vedanta are the onetime experiences of the
Seers who experienced the Supreme Reality.
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Unless the glimpse of such an experience is
realised by us even to an infinitely small
extent, life would not be worth living.

Shri Martand Manik Prabhu had infinite
capacity to devote his entire life to the
Sampradaya. He took as much interest in the
temporal matters of Maniknagar as he did in
rejuvenating the spiritual aspirations of the
devotees of the Sampradaya. His personality
was such that neither people nor wealth were
lacking wherever he went. All the wealth
received was spent to improve the facilities
for the devotees at Maniknagar. During his
time he extended Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj’s Samadhi- Mandir and constructed
Devi Venkamma’s Temple, Bhandarkhana,
Naubatkhana and many other grand buildings
in Maniknagar.

Shreeji was himself an accomplished
player of Pakhawaj, a percussion instrument.
Healsowasa great patron of Indian classical
music. Great maestros such as Pandit Vishnu
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Digambar Paluskar, Ustad Abdul Kareem
Khan Saheb, Ustad Rahmat Khan Saheb
and Pandit Bhaskar Buva Bakhle all
performed before him and were honoured
by him. Upcoming musicians used to throng
tohim for his encouragement and blessings.
He had started writing a book in Marathi
explaining the utility of music in achieving
spiritual perfection. He had named the book
as “Gaana Martand” and had even prepared
several notes to be incorporated in it.
Unfortunately he could not complete the
book, which, if completed would have
served the purpose of a text book for the
students of Naad Upasana.

The Royal family of the Nizam of
Hyderabad had links with Shri Manik Prabhu
Samsthan since the time of Shri Manik Prabhu
himself. These links were further strenghtened
during the tenure of Shri Martand Manik
Prabhu as the Peethadhipati of the Samsthan.
The VII Nizam of Hyderabad, His Exalted
Highness Meer Osman Ali Khan Bahadur
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specially invited Shreeji to Hyderabad and
sought his blessings.

The then Prime Minister of Hyderabad,
Sir Kishan Prashad Bahadur, an
acknowledged poet, composed an Urdu
couplet describing the greatness of Shreeji:

Great Success has he achieved,
Hundreds of thousands bow before him,
Is there any under the Sun like him,
My Shri Martand Manik.

(BRI TIN UTE ¢ o dral ¥) 37§ |
T His A | UHT o1 HIGUS AI+H 7 ])

The Sajjada Nashin (chief priest) of the
holy mausoleum at Gulbarga was so
impressed with Shreeji’s belief in the oneness
of God and his extraordinary command over
the teachings of the Koran, that he presented
a letter of authority and distinction to Shreeji
bestowing upon him the Khilafat (honour and
authority) of the exalted Kadaria Order. The
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Sajjada Nashin in his letter said-- “Truly
speaking Martand Manik Prabhu is not a
mere follower of Manik Prabhu in piety, Fakeeri
and saintlinessbuthas made further progress
and hasbecome possessed of all praiseworthy
qualities. Finding him perfectin austerity and
his belief in the oneness of God, I under the
orders of my spiritual guide, am glad and
ready to confer upon him the Khilafat of His
Holiness Syed Mohammed Mohammed-Al-
Hussaini Gesu Daraz Bande Nawaz ......... "

By 1935, Shreeji had travelled extensively
for the purpose of the Samsthan. He established
many branches of the Samsthan in places like
Bombay, Madras, Hyderabad, Pune, Sholapur
and Raichur. This effort had an effect on his
health. Age was catching up with him fast and
thebody waslosingits capacity to work though
the spirit was willing. He bore illness with
stoicindifference. He had realised the value of
his body and the importance of the Spirit, the
Self within. In one of his poems he expresses
these sentiments vividly.
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Free from Illusion, Avadhoot am I,
The knower of five-fold world, am I,
Of the waking, dreaming

and dreamless stages, am I,

I have neither fear of birth

nor the desire to die.

I am neither bound by

the pleasure of the Senses,

What deliverance can I gain

from Space substances,

When I am aware of

the very Primal Essence?

When I am aware, I am Brahman,
the Truth Essence.

Martand, the Wise,

is surely aware of his Essence,
United in that very Essence,
devoid of all Illusion.

(FETHAYT AT AT | g5 UEYd ST TRt |9 ||
I} S T G SO | Se-wRn- ot et et ||
E ATFET Tg AT T | AT Hietse fagreTe ||
forarerraft fomt fonfor sopon | et st ot et = 1|
SFATATUS BT S AT | SATAT HIHIT Tt /T |.)
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The illness continued unabated. The
thought of a successor to the Gadi was always
there in his mind. Shreeji’s long reign had
made people immune to the thought that his
mortal frame would one day not be with
them. In the Darbar during Datta Jayanti in
1935, he made a reference to his ill health and
made a remarkable statement, of which few
could understand the significance at that time.
He said, “Tell me with your faith in Shri
Prabhu, whether I could die? I am Eternal.
Who can perform the Prabhu-seva except me?
When there are so many devotees around me,
why should I worry for a successor?”

Shri Martand Manik Prabhu had two
sons and one daughter. However as willed by
the Lord, both the sons left their mortal coils
during his lifetime. Anyone else would have
despaired but Shreeji saw the Divine Will in
these events. He would say, “Perhaps the
Lord does not need service from Shrivatsa
Gotra any more”.
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When Shri Martand Manik Prabhu was
busy with his spiritual activities, the
administrative matters were handled by his
sister’s son Shri Shankarrao Dikshit. Shreeji
had paternal love for this boy. He had great
faith in him and all the affairs of the Samsthan
were left to his supervision whenever Shreeji
would be on tour. He had not only shown
excellent administrative ability but also a
spiritual bent in attending to the minutest
details of the rites and rituals to be conducted
at Maniknagar day in and day out. Shri
Martand Manik Prabhu had not to search far
for his successor.

As the days passed Shreeji found it
difficult to perform even the daily rituals and
sometimes he had no strength even to change
his side in sleep. He gave up taking food and
seemed tobe lapsing in the realm of the Subtle
Silence. There is a belief that the great Yogis,
when the time comes to shed their bodies,
enter the Blissful state, stage by stage
withdrawing themselves sheath by sheath.
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This is known as withdrawing into one’s
Sukshma Sharira from the Gross one. They
withdraw step by step and leave the mortal
body like the snake sheds it skin. Finally the
day arrived, Thursday, 12th March 1936,
when he left this decaying body and entered
the Eternal Space, which was essentially his
essence.

When the news spread, there was silence
all around like the one when a great storm
uproots a mighty banyan tree but even as the
peoplesaw the treelying uprooted, they could
also see a fresh sapling ready to take its place
and rear the devotees under its growing
branches. Shri Manik Prabhu’s Gadi never
remains withoutasuccessor and the successor
was there in the form of Shri Shankarrao
Dikshit. He formally ascended the Gadi and
took the name Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu.

After performing all therituals, a Samadhi
was constructed for Shri Martand Manik
Prabhu, and the mortal coils were laid to rest.
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The final stone was laid on the Samadhi and
the door was closed but this did not foreclose
the influence of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu,
forhad henotdeclared: “For Dnyan Martand,
there is no beginning nor any end” (s=ratust
I AN 91 I ).

And so it was.
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14. Shri Shankar
Manik Prabhu

(1895-1945)

hri Shankar Manik Prabhu wasno

stranger to Maniknagar, even

though he was not a direct
descendant of the family of Shri Manik Prabhu
Maharaj. Having been nurtured by Shri
Martand Manik Prabhu in the environment
of the Sampradayafrom the very childhood, he
wasbreathing nothing if not the spiritual aura
that was prevailing in that area.
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He had all the opportunity for sharing
the vast vision of his predecessor and when
thelatter wason tour, the entire administration
of Maniknagar was left to the able hands of
Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu. Under the
guidance of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu he
had all the opportunity for doing the Sadhana,
which for him was as imperceptible as
breathing itself.

When Shri Martand Manik Prabhu
inducted him in the administration of the
Samsthan, he took his work itself to be his
worship. He seemed to have imbibed
unknowingly the precept of the Lord in Gita
(IX.34), “On Me fix your mind; to Me be
devoted; worship Me; revere Me; thus having
disciplined yourself, with Me as your goal,
you shall surely come to Me” (s=xa1 wa #gaeht
HETSH A FAEE | AT JFedaares weaewr: ||) The
day Shri Martand Manik Prabhu assigned
him his work, that became his goal, that
became his worship and that also became his
divinity. He was so particular and methodical
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in his work that perhaps he saw Shri Manik
Prabhu in every act of his.

It may be said that he had no interest
other than the work assigned by his mentor.
Hislife was the perfect specimen of the manasa
pooja as described by Shri Shankaracharya in
“Shiva Manasa Pooja”.

“You are my Self,

and intellect verily, is Girija,
Companions are the breaths;

body, verily, is the abode.

Sense experience is adoration;

sleep, verily, is samadhi.

Walking on feet is Pradakshina;
worship, verily, is wisdom.

Every action I perform, O Shambho,
all those are for your propitiation.

(T =& frie Afa: wEeRn W wRR e | g |
feraaasire frgn wefafeufs: | 9= ueat: weferorfafy:
T Tt Y | Tereh FRIfH aeigae T TR | 1)
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Shri Martand Manik Prabhu had special
affection for thisboy. Hehad given him all the
education. He studied law and qualified as a
High Court Pleader. In selecting him as the
administrator, Shreeji could not have made a
better choice to take care of the changing
times. A life time of spiritual and temporal
induction made him an exceptional choice for
the Gadi.

He authoritatively took charge of the
affairs, yet there was no trace of arrogance in
him. On taking over the Gadi, the personality
of Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu changed
dramatically. His inbuilt humility endeared
him to all. He had no unkind word for
anybody. Even when he disagreed, it would
be couched in the mildest of words.

He had identified with Shri Manik
Prabhu’s ideal to the fullest extent and he
knew the role which had been assigned to
him. Even when some would disagree with
him, he would in all humility say, “I am after
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all the servant of Shri Manik Prabhu. Whatever
he impels me to do, I do. Even if you do not
agree with whatI'say, or donot desire to give
respect to me, atleast give respect to the Gadi,
the Padukas and the memory of Shreeji”.

He was a scholar and had studied all the
scriptures. His philosophical essays show the
depth of hisassimilation of the basic principles
of Advaita philosophy. Hewasaregular writer
in “Tattvadnyan Mandir” amonthly magazine
dedicated to philosophy published by the
Indian Institute of Philosophy at Amalner.
He had also cultivated considerable interest
in Astrology, Medicine and Music.

One may say that after the dominating
personality of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu,
the period of Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu
came like a breather, to consolidate the vision
of Shri Martand Manik Prabhu but those who
had come to know him closely wereimpressed
by hisimmense organizational capability, but
for which the entire edifice so devotedly raised
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by Shri Martand Manik Prabhu would not
have been sustained. It was possible that this
was fully realised by Shri Martand Manik
Prabhu himself and that was the reason of his
being designated as the successor to the Gadi.

Consequently, he created a new
awareness among the devotees of
Maniknagar. Thenumber of devotees visiting
Maniknagar increased. He was available to
every one. None would return without
meeting him and receiving his blessings. His
interest in education made him start a school
in Maniknagar, where, along with modern
education, emphasis was also given to
religious, ethical and cultural education. The
school wasnamed as “Manik Vidyalaya” and
Shreeji took personal interest in the day to
day affairs of the school. There is nothing like
the all-around development of human
personality. His emphasis therefore was to
impress the devotees visiting Maniknagar
that the place was a Shakti-sthala, the center of
energy from where each one could draw his
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energy. It is more important that one should
also intellectually understand the Message
given by Shri Manik Prabhu and assimilate it
in one’s daily life. He had made his own life
the symbol of humility, which is born out of
wisdom of the Universality of the Supreme
Self. Therefore, he would encourageintelligent
discussion on the teachings of the previous
Peethadhipatis.

Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu undertook
extensive tours and travels to propagate the
message of Shri Prabhu’s Sampradaya. Where
ever he went he was received with great love,
devotion, respect and honour. His tours to
Raichur, Narayanpeth, Bhongeer, Yadgeer
and Tandur have a very special significance
in the history of Manik Prabhu Samsthan.

Shri Shankar Manik Prabhu was,
however, not destined to lead the Sampradaya
for long. His innumerable duties which were
assigned to him from his very childhood had
tired him physically. While the spirit in him
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rose to fulfil the role assigned to him, hisbody
could not sustain the ravages of time. When
the time came for him to leave on the 28th of
February 1945, healready had a sonSiddharaj,
who was hardly six years of age, whom he left
to the loving care of his wife and the
compassionate grace of Shri Manik Prabhu.

6&@&@%&/@
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15. Shri Siddharaj
Manik Prabhu

hri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu (born

on 1st February 1939), the fifth

incumbent of the Gadi, was but a
child when he ascended the Gadi. Many had
misgivings about the choice. As said earlier,
people forget that the succession to the Gadi is
notanelective post.Itis the Divine Willwhich
determines the selection, where a person
becomes but a medium through whom Shri
Manik Prabhu Maharaj decides to make His
presence manifest. In spiritual matters, it is
rarely the person who matters as much as the
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Shakti that is posited in him. None should
forget that Shri Manik Prabhu’s Gadi is the
Shakti Peetha, in respect of which Shri Manik
Prabhu has assured his presence for all time
to come.

This fact was demonstrated by the
young Shri Manohar Manik Prabhu through
hisextraordinary achievements even during
his short span of empirical life. This was
further demonstrated by Shri Martand
Manik Prabhu through his vast and all
comprehensive capacity in expanding the
range and sphere of influence of Shri Manik
Prabhu Sampradaya and by Shri Shankar
Manik Prabhu, who, through his humility
and open candour expressed the true role of
each occupier of the Seat.

Shri Manik Prabhu Maharaj had seen
thatforevery generationhe provided a person
to grace the Gadi, suitable for the time and

conditions prevailing. The ascending of the
Gadi by Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu,
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therefore, should be seen in this context.
Through the medium of Shri Shankar Manik
Prabhu, it was shown how important
education was to be in the life of people. Shri
Siddharaj Manik Prabhu was to carry on the
mission, for which the previous incumbent
had laid the foundation stone. To make him
capable of shouldering this enormous task, it
wasdecided thathe should beeducated in the
well-known Scindia School at Gwalior. Here,
Shreeji was to stay with people who were
being educated in all the modern disciplines.
This broad spectrum of education gave him a
comprehensive vision to shape the future of
Maniknagar. In the midst of scepticism,
superstition and seeming lack of confidence
in the efficacy of religion in modern society,
influenced by the blinding glare of modern
science and technology, Shreeji had to
reconsider hisroleand the means of imparting
the ancient wisdom to the modern mind.

All of Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu’s
activities were guided by these thoughts.
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Whilenew ideaswerenotrejected justbecause
they were new, the old values also were not
forgotten because they were old. Out of the
historical heritage, from which humankind
had gathered cultural, ethical, moral and social
norms, the things which are permanent in
nature and Eternal in essence were required
to be protected and inculcated in the coming
generation. Thisis what Shri SiddharajManik
Prabhu did with great sense of passion and
dedication.

For all these generations, Shri Manik
Prabhu Sampradayawaslooking for traditional
values to inculcate in the character of the
human being. Bhakti and unquestioned faith
in Guru’s Grace were predominantly
emphasised. ShriMartand Manik Prabhu gave
a direction to [nana, wisdom of the Dharma.
ShriShankar Manik Prabhu and ShriSiddharaj
Manik Prabhu felt thatalong with these, sense
of enquiry should also be inculcated in the
devotees. They should enquire how they
happened tobeherein thisworld? Whatis the
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characteristic of the diversity which they see
before them? Where is one proceeding and
what should be one's role and objective?

Realising this fact, Shreeji opened a school
in Maniknagar, on the model of the school in
Gwalior where he had taken his education.
Here education was not teaching the pupil
only the essentials to make him pass the
examination and be prepared to earn his
livelihood, but to make it the basic forum
which willmake him enquire and think about
life in general and its values in particular. Itis
rightly said by Shri Krishna in Gita (IV.38)
“Thereisindeed nothing in the world equalin
purity to wisdom. He whobecomes perfected
by yoga tinds this of himself in his very Self in
course of time” (Afe s+ wgei ufemfig foerd | Towr
TG FATet famafd |1)

This does not mean he gave lesser
importance to religious rites and rituals.
The tragedy of the modern mind is that
what he considers as knowledge is but the
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collection of information and not wisdom
born out of one’s own endeavour or
experience which comes out of hard work,
sacrifice, austerity or Tapas.

In the humble opinion of the writer,
Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu represented
the essential characteristics of Shri
Dakshinamurti, who through his very
silence instructed each one of his disciples
to perceive, hear, reflect and meditate upon
the Self, which is Truth.. Yajnavalkya had
commended to his wife Maitreyi, “Verily, O
Maitreyi, it is the Self that is to be seen,
heard of, reflected on and meditated upon”
(A AT eR gEE: siaedl "eaedl fafgrATtaas:)
(Brihad Aranyak Upanishad I1.4.5).

In following the ancient instructions,
Shreeji did not find any dichotomy between
the vision of the ancient Vedic Seers and the
modern scientists. To him, it did not appear
strange that when the first atomic bomb was
exploded in Nevada, the Atomic Scientist
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should exclaim quoting the words of Gita: “If
the light of thousand suns were to blaze forth
all at once in the sky, that might resemble the
splendour of that Exalted Being” (fafs seiweae
ATt | Afg W1 Fgeit | SAGHE JETe: | 1)
(XL.12). Many of the famous scientists and
physicists have bordered between scepticism
and belief in an unseen, unknowable Reality
which they have not been able to explain.

The entire outlook of Shreeji, therefore,
represented theideal of samatvam, equanimity.
He would neither be perturbed with
unpleasant invitation nor would he be elated
with rapturous reception. His patience and
humility was the hallmark of his personality.
His spiritual capacity was shrouded in his
childlike simplicity. He was as keen a
participant in philosophical discussion as he
was in Cricket and other mundane activities.
Brihad Aranyak Upanishad talks of the ideal
knower of Brahman. “Let a Brahman (the
knower of Brahman), after he has done with
learning, desire tolive asachild. Whenhehas
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done both with the state of childhood and
with learning, then he becomes a silent
spectator. Having done with both meditative
and non-meditative states, then he becomes a
Brahman (knower of Brahman)” (Gerggiaror. utfosed
faferer ateam faswa 1) (1L5.1).

For one who is inculcated in Shri Datta
Sampradaya, Shreeji appeared like an
Avadhoota, taking life asit came and observing
the activities of the world as a Stithaprajna. He
identified himself so much with Shri Manik
Prabhu that it was common for him to say,
“Shri Manik Prabhu’s Will prevails...” Hehad
nothing of his own, needed nothing for
himself. He had the simplicity of Shri Manik
Prabhu as well as the grandeur of the Seat
which he occupied.

He was a great mystic, which is evident
from the Bhajans composed by him. What he
spoke was heard with attention because it
came staright from his heart. He belonged to
the tradition of Tukaram, Tulsidas, Kabir,
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Rohidas, whose every word speaks love and
adoration of the Lord. His emphasis on Bhakti
and Bhajans is because of the disinclination of
the modern generation to philosophical
learning. In one of the Bhajans composed by
him he speaks of his great devotion to Shri
Manik Prabhu Maharaj:

When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,

Why need there be for me, any fear ?
Who, verily, is That One,

whose be that power,

When he is your Self,

why search for another.

Why such thoughts should for me appear,
When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,

Why need there be for me, any fear ?
Pleasures, sorrows or the worldly woes,
Of wealth or of the senses as they arose,
Why should these thoughts

make me morose,

When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,

Why need there be for me, any fear ?

By Yoga, by Shakti or Shakta austerities,
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By Mantras or Tantras or such entreaties,
When 1, in such Bliss,

revel with uncertainties,

When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,
Why need there be for me, any fear ?
The Vedas, Upanishads,

Shrutis and the Scriptures,

All speak of One Lord,

varied though be the scriptures,
Why should I, in my Bliss,

confuse my Lord in raptures,

When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,
Why need there be for me, any fear ?
Austerities may bring

merit and also demerit,

Having faith in my Teacher’s
auspicious feet,

Symbolised as

Shri Siddha Sakalamat Seat,

When Shri Prabhu Maharaj is near,
Why need there be for me, any fear ?

(3t Uy AT AT At W Fawd A &1 79 || FHIOr FOT
FEA T | FIO TG AT FHOT W= | 7 fER 7 F6i |
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AT <=0 | A 7 9T i |)

His presence inspired such close affinity
that many persons tended to be familiar with
him, when they should have remained quiet
and respectful. Often devotees played on his
patience when his intention was to be
compassionate and shed hislove. Hislove for
music made each one participant of the Naad-
Brahman and made each one forget himself
and made each one feel that they were the
closest to him.

One often feltlike asking him the question
which King Yadu asked Shri Dattatreya.
“Remaining inactive, as it were, whence did
you acquire this vast wisdom, even after
which, you move like an innocent child?
Generally men strive for spiritual merit, riches
or enlightenment or for long life, renown or
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good fortune. You, yourself, are of able body,
learned, skilful, handsome and soft spoken.
You do nothing, covet nothing and behave
like a simpleton, lunatic, or a devil. In the
midst of people burning with the fire of greed
and desire, you remain unscathed like a Lord
of the Elephants standing in the waters of
Ganges. Tell me, who is enquiring thus, the
reason of the joy abiding in your mind, even
though you are living alone and devoid of
enjoyment” (gt Ffgha saraerd; Flowmar | ammEm=
waigeh fargiverfa srered | | el wwidwmy fafacami =
AT | g FHiE gy av: B3 | & g Few: wiagan:
FINSHAWTEO: | F Fadl Agd [hfasrerAue=ad || 999
FEIANY FEAWGATVAT | 7 TSt et w3
fgu: || 7@ f& 7. =aai FE=TAIasRoM | JfE Taeifaga
¥era: sedred: 1) (Bhagavat Purana XI1.7.26-30).

No one possibly asked this question to
Shreeji. None, in fact, needed to ask. Blessed
are those who got an opportunity to interact
with Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu. None can
surely describe the taste of honey who have
not, in the first instance, tasted it. We may,
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therefore, with the seer of Brihad Aranyak
Upanishad speak, “Let a wise Brahman after
knowing him alone, practise the wisdom
(spoken by him). Let him not reflect on many
words, for that, verily is mere weariness of
speech” (saa it fagma wxi gdfa srEm: |

AT faversts afefa 1) (IV. 4.21).

Shreeji’s more than five-decade-long
efforts of developing of Shri Manik Prabhu
Samsthan not only as a spiritual organisation
but also as a social institution comminted to
the cause of wider societal development, bore
fruits of success and thus Maniknagar was
transformed from a sleepy little hamletinto a
throbbing centre of social, educational and
cultural activities.

After successfully heading the
Samsthan for more than six decades, after
bringing material and spiritual happiness
and a sense of purpose into the lives of
thousands of his devotees, after spreading
Shri Prabhu’s divine message of love and
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equality into every nook and corner of the
country, after bringing Maniknagar on the
forefront of the spiritual social and
educational map of India, Shreeji attained
Maha-Samadhi on the 6th of October 2009.
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16. Shri Dnyanraj
Manik Prabhu

hri Dnyanraj Manik Prabhu

Maharaj wasborn to His Holiness

Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu
Maharaj and Sow. Meerabai Saheb on 3rd
December 1958 as their eldest child. He was
sent to the famous Scindia School for his
education. The serene, regal and educationally
inviting atmosphere of the historic fort of
Gwalior in which the school is situated and
the able guidance from hisillustrious teachers
provided him the right kind of opportunity
and environment toblossomintoa fine young
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gentleman with a keen sense of enquiry, a
deep understanding of the subjects, a flair for
publicspeaking and literary writing and above
all an out-of-the-box thinking, which is the
characteristic of his scholarly but endearing
personality. He was awarded the President of
India’s Gold Medal for his outstanding
performancein the AllIndia Secondary School
Examination of the C.B.S.E. and was also
adjudged as the ‘Best Boy’ of the Scindia
School.

After completing his scholasticeducation
at the Scindia School he returned to
Maniknagar to take charge as the Secretary of
Shri Manik Prabhu Samsthan in the year 1975
and under the able guidance of His Holiness
Shri Siddharaj Manik Prabhu Maharaj took up
the challenge of transforming Shri Manik
Prabhu Samsthaninto aleading socio-spiritual
organisation of the country. During his stint
as the Secretary of the Samsthan he brought
about revolutionary changes in the
administrative setup of the Samsthan, took up
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construction of Dharmashalas and Guest-
Houses, created otherimportantand necessary
facilities for the benefit of the visiting devotees,
gave a complete face-lift to the Bhandarkhana
(Temple-Kitchen), introduced Nitya Anna
Daan (free meals for the visiting pilgrims),
started the publication of Samsthan’s monthly
journal ‘"MANIK RATNA’ and edited it
himself, published a lot of new books for the
propagation Shri Prabhu’s ‘Sakalamat
Siddhant’, successfully organized various
celebrations such as Shri Manohar Manik
Prabhu Maha-Niryan Shatabdi in the year
1977, Shri Martand Manik Prabhu Mahaniryan
Ardha-Shatabdiin the year 1986, ShriSiddharaj
Manik Prabhu Maharaj Ji’'s 50th birthday
Celebrations in the year 1989, Saardha Shata
Samvatsarik Jayanti Mahotsavin the year 1995
and the diamond jubilee celebrations of the
Peetharohana of ShriSiddharajManik Prabhu
Maharaj in the year 2005.

He is a prolific writer in Hindi, Marathi
and Urdu and has composed over five
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hundred compositions in Hindi and Urdu
with equal command portraying the various
shades of human emotions and spanning over
a broad spectrum of subjects such as
philosophy, religion and current affairs.
Recognising his contribution to the fields of
literature and philosopy the Gulbarga
University honoured him with an Honorary
Doctorate.

Shreeji ascended the holy Seat of Shri
Prabhu as its sixth Peethadhipati after the
Maha-Samadhi of Shri Sadguru Siddharaj
Manik Prabhu Maharaj in October 2009. Shri
Maharajjiinherits theillustrious legacy of his
predecessors and combines in him the best of
all his preceding Acharyas in terms of the level
of spiritual attainment, the deep
understanding of the scriptures with special
regard to the principles of Advaita Vedant,
which form thebasis of Shri Prabhu’s Sakalamat
Siddhant, the capacity toinfluencehis followers
to tread the path of righteousness through his
knowledge-packed spiritual discourses, the
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deep sense of concern for the spiritual and
material well-being of the society atlarge and
the missionary zeal of his immediate
predecessor His Holiness Shri Siddharaj
Manik Prabhu Maharaj to work selflessly for
the educational and social development of
the poorest of the poor.

The Samsthanissettoscalenewer heights
in the service of humanity under his able and
inspiring stewardship.
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